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information you need to be able to access as members is easy to find. Of
course the development of additional member benefits is an important
task for both recruiting and retaining members of the society — if you
have any suggestions for benefits that we could offer both to attract new
members, and to increase the value of the society to current members,
please let me know.

| am looking forward to the opportunity to meet with many IBS mem-
bers when | attend conferences this year as part of the Officer Visitation
Program, and encourage you all to start making plans to attend the next
IBC in Brazil in December 2010 — the International Program Committee,
chaired by Vicente Nunez-Anton, is currently reviewing 38 proposals for
invited sessions, and we expect to have a finalised invited program for the
conference by the end of October.

Kind Regards
Andrew

Announcements and News

The 7th National Congress of the Italian Region
10 — 12 June, 2009, Ponte di Legno, Italy

At the 7th National Congress of the talian Region, methods and applica-
tions of statistics to the following topics will be discussed: Agricutture,
Environment and Territory; Biology of Animal and Plant Populations;
Molecular Biology and Biotechnology; Ecology of Animal and Plant
Populations; Epidemiology; Genetics; Human Genetics and Anthropology;
Medicine; Veterinary Medicine and Animal Production; and Bayesian
Methods in Experimental Research. Conference languages will be English
and Htalian.

Conference information can be found on the new website of the ltalian
Region, <http://wwwisib-biometricsocietyit>. We are looking forward to
meeting many colleagues in Ponte di Legno.

Call for Short Course Proposals

The Scientific Program Committee of the XXVth International Biometric
Conference (IBC), to be held December 5-10, 2010 in Floriandpolis,
Brazil, is calling for short course proposals. Course selection is by commit-
tee consensus and will take into account how the courses enhance the
scientific program of the IBC and complement our satellite conferences,
all of which are still in development.

Visit the IBS website, <wwwitibs.org>, to download the information and
instructions to complete the proposal form. All proposals must be sub-
mitted electronically by June 24, 2009.
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GRADUATE SCHOOL OF

PUBLIC HEALTH UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
"

Chair, Department of Biostatistics

The University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health (GSPH) is seeking applications and nominations
for the position of professor and chair of the Department of Biostatistics.

One of the seven GSPH departments, the Department of Biostatistics faculty operates under the central theme of
"solving real world problems." Students are taught to bridge the gap between their theoretical knowledge base
and the practical aspects of complex, multidisciplinary public health and biomedical issues. The faculty is highly
regarded for their important contributions to the development of new statistical methodology as well as provision
of the quantitative component to public health and biomedical research efforts. Areas of methodological
development include survival analyses, missing data analysis, clinical trials design, ROC analysis, stochastic
modeling, bioinformatics and sequential methods. The chair provides scientific and administrative leadership to
25 primary faculty 17 secondary and adjunct faculty, and more than 100 graduate students. The department
currently provides the biostatistical support for more than $12 million annually in external research funding, while
GSPH as a whole ranks third in NIH funding among the nation’s 40 accredited schools of public health. The
National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and Bowel Project Biostatistical Center and the Center for Occupational
Biostatistics and Epidemiology are both currently located within the Department.

Competitive candidates must have academic accomplishments that meet criteria for appointment at the tenured
professor level, including an advanced degree (PhD, or equivalent) in statistics, biostatistics or a closely related
area. The candidate should have a distinguished record of research, teaching, publication and service as well as
experience with externally funded collaborative research projects.

Review of applications will begin immediately and continue until the position is filled. Candidates should submit a
letter of application stating professional accomplishments; curriculum vitae; and the names, mailing addresses, e-
mail addresses, and telephone numbers of five professional references. Electronic applications and nominations
are preferred and should be sent to bioschr@pitt.edu. Applications and nominations may also be submitted by
mail and should be sent to:

Dr. Sheryl Kelsey

Chair, Biostatistics Chair Search Committee
Department of Epidemiology

University of Pittsburgh

130 DeSoto Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15261

USA

For further information, go to http://www.publichealth.pitt.edu

The University of Pittsburgh is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer. Women and minority candidates
are strongly encouraged to apply.
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10 - 14 May

5th EMR-IBS (Eastern Mediterranean Region-
International Biometric Society) Conference
Istanbul, Turkey

Website: <http://www.ibs-emr2009.com/>.

20 - 22 May

2009 Annual Meetings of the Biometric Society of Japan
Osaka University, Osaka, Japan

Website: <http://www.soc.nii.ac.jp/jbs/index_e.html>.

23 -26 May

38th Annual Meeting of the Statistical Society of Canada
Québec City, Québec, Canada

Local Arrangements Chair: Thierry Duchesne <Thierry.duchesne
Website: <http://www.ssc.ca>.

31 May - 3 June

37th Annual Meeting of the Statistical Society of Canada
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Website: <http://www.ssc.ca/main/meetings_e.html>.

10 - 12 June

7th National Congress of the Italian Region
Ponte di Legno, Italy

Website: <http://www.sib-biometricsociety.it>.

10 - 12 June

2nd Nordic-Baltic Biometric Conference (NBBC09)
Tartu, Estonia

Website: <http://www.ms.ut.ee/NBBC09>.

14 - 17 June

2009 WNAR Spring Meeting
Portland State University
Portland, OR., USA

Website: <http://www.wnar.org/>.

13 =17 July

18th World IMACS Congress and MODSIM09
International Congress on Modelling and Simulation
Cairns, Australia

Interfacing Modelling and Simulation with Mathematical and
Computational Sciences.

Website: <http://mssanz.org.au/modsim09/>.

20 - 24 July

International Workshop on Statistical Modeling (IWSM)
Cornell University

Ithaca, New York, USA

Website: <http://www.stat.cornell.edu/IWSM2009>.

27 - 31 July

2009 Brazilian Region (RBras) Annual Meeting
Symposium of Statistics and Experimentation Applied to
Agriculture

Department of Statistics, Federal University of Sao Carlos
Sao Carlos, SP.

Website: <http://www.rbras.org.br/rbras54>.

I = 6 August

2009 Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM)
Washington, D.C., USA

Website: <http://www.amstat.org>.

23 — 28 August

I Ith Scientific Conference of the Sub-Saharan Arica
Network (SUSAN) and Short Courses

Kabarak University, Nakuru, Kenya

Theme:“Biometry and Diversity: Linking to Climate Change,
Agriculture, Health, Forestry and Policy”

6 - 9 September

2009 Japanese Joint Statistical Meeting

Doshisya University Kyotanabe Campus, Kyoto, Japan

The Biometric Society of Japan is one of the five sponsoring organiza-
tions of the meeting and will have a session on epidemiology of infec-
tious diseases and lectures by winners of the Young Biostatisticians
Award.

14 — 17 September

Meeting of the Austro Swiss Region (ROeS)
Linz, Austria

Website: <http://www.meduniwien.ac.at/ROeS//>.

23 - 25 September

XIll Conference of the Spanish Region of the IBS
University of Cddiz, Cadiz, Spain

Website: <http://ceb2009.uca.es/>.

29 November - 3 December
IBS Regional Conference
Taupo, North Island, New Zealand

2010

21 = 24 March
ENAR pring Meeting & f
Hilton New Orlegns”Rwérslde
New Orfeans;;Lou:s:ana, IJSA
Websrce "<http I www. enarorglmeetlngs cfm>.

23 = 26"May ‘ if

38th Annual Meeting of the Statistical Society of Canada
Québec City, Québec, Canada

Websme <http: //wwwwnaror'g/>

14 ™ une >

2009 WNAR Spring Meeting
Portland State University
Portland, OR., USA

Website: <http://www.ssc.ca>.

29 June - | July

International Conference on Probability Distributions and
Related Topics, in conjunction with NZSA Conference
Massey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand

Tourist information: <http://www.tourism.net.nz/visitor-information/>.
Website: <http://nzsa_cdl_2010.massey.ac.nz>.

31 July - 5 August

2010 Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM)
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
Website: <http://www.amstat.org>.
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2009

10 - 14 May

5th EMR-IBS (Eastern Mediterranean Region-
International Biometric Society) Conference
Istanbul, Turkey

Website: <http://www.ibs-emr2009.com/>.

20 - 22 May

2009 Annual Meetings of the Biometric Society of Japan
Osaka University, Osaka, Japan

Website: <http://www.soc.nii.ac.jp/jbs/index_e.html>.

23 -26 May

38th Annual Meeting of the Statistical Society of Canada
Québec City, Québec, Canada

Local Arrangements Chair: Thierry Duchesne <Thierry.duchesne
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Animal and Plant Populations; Epidemiology; Genetics; Human Genetics
and Anthropology; Medicine;Veterinary Medicine and Animal Production;
and Bayesian Methods in Experimental Research. Conference languages
will be English and ltalian. All other information will be found on the new
website of the ltalian Region, <www.sib-biometricsocietyit>. We are
looking forward to meeting many colleagues in Ponte di Legno.

. Stefano Salvadori
Japanese Region (JR)
Seminar on Bayesian Statistics in Clinical Trials
A biometric seminar; “Efficient application of Bayesian statistics in clinical
trials”, was held on 6 December 2008 at Memorial Hall, Graduate School
of Pharmaceutical Science, University of Tokyo.

2009 Annual Meeting

The 2009 Annual Meeting of the Biometric Society of Japan (BS}; Japanese
Region of the IBS) will be held on 20-22 May at Alumnus Union Building
of Osaka University Medical School in Suita, Osaka, Japan <http://www.
office. med.osaka-u.acjp/ichof/icho-jphtml>.  The theme of the special
session is “‘Evaluation of surrogate endpoints in clinical trials”. A tutorial
seminar on “'Statistical machine learning for OMICS data analysis” also will
be held. For the details of the meeting, visit our website, <http://www.
soc.nilac.jp/jbs/index_e.html>.

Kazue Yamaoka

Western North American Region (WNAR)

2008 WNAR Election Results

Congratulations to Dr: Peter Lachenbruch from the Oregon State
University at Corvallis, OR, WWNAR President-Elect; Dr. Mary Redman
from the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center at Seattle, WA,
WNAR Treasurer; and Drs. Laura Cowen from the University of
Victoria at Victoria, BC, and Walter Piegorsch from the University of
Arizona at Tucson, AZ, WNAR Regional Committee members. Special
thanks go out to Dr. Ken Burnam, WNAR Past-President; Dr. Ken

Kopecky, outgoing treasurer; and Drs. Jennifer Hoeting and Rhonda
Rosychuk, outgoing Regional Committee members, for their efforts and
dedication to WINAR

2009 WNAR Spring Meeting

The 2009 WNAR spring meeting will be held 14-17 June on the campus
of the Portland State University, Portland, OR. Portland State University
is Oregon’s largest university and is located in the heart of the city of
Portland. Portland is a vibrant and diverse city and the Oregon coast
and Mount St. Helens are among many attractions in the vicinity. The
program chairs of the meeting are Gang Li (WNAR) and Haiyan Huang
(IMS). The local organizer is Jong Sung Kim. Information will be posted on
the WNAR website, <http//Mmwwwnarorg/>, as it becomes available.

2009 WNAR Student Paper Competition
As a reminder, VWWNAR sponsors students who enter the student paper
competition with travel assistance and registration prices. Information
on the 2009 WNAR Student Paper Competition, registration informa-
tion, and program details for the meeting will be posted on the WNAR
website, <http/Awwwnarorg/>. We look forward to seeing you
therel

Antje Hoering
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Praia do matadeire
Floriandpolis = 5C Brasd

December 5 -10, 2010
Federal University of Santa Catarina
Florianépelis, Santa Catarina, Brazil

Floriandpolis is the capital of the state of
Santa Catarina. It is located on the Island of
Santa Catarina in the south part of Brazil, not
far from Uruguay and Argentina. We are half
way between Brasilia and Buenos Aires. You
will see a combination of beautiful beaches,
more than 40 of them only on the island, with
different characteristics, beautiful sceneries,
lagoens, dunes and natural reserves.

@E- AXV™ International Biometric Conference
Organised by the Brazilion and Argentinean Regions

Social Programme

Sunday 5 Welcome Gathering at Federal
University Santa Catarinag
Monday & Cocktail at the Hall of the

Culture and Events Center
Tuesday 7 Free evening
Wednesday 8 Range of social excursions

Thursday 9 Conference Dinner

Local Organising Committee
Dalton F. Andrade (chair) Brazil

Pedro A. Barbetta Brazil
Adriano F. Borgatto Brazil
Clarice 6.B, Demétrio Brazil
Pauloe J.J. Ribeiro Jr. Brazil
Mdnica Balzarini Argentina
Mélida Winzer Argentina
Raul Macchiavelli Puerto Rico
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