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It hardly seems possible 
that I have almost com-
pleted my two-year term 
serving as President of 
our society, and that this 
is my eighth and final con-
tribution to the Biometric 

Bulletin in this capacity. I have not counted the 
IBS-related emails sent and received in the past 
two year, as Tom Louis reported doing in his last 
article two years ago, but it is certainly the case 
that serving as IBS President does rather take 
over your life! Whilst there have certainly been 
some challenges in the last two years, some of 
which we are still working to resolve, serving as 
IBS President certainly has been an enjoyable 
experience.

One of the most enjoyable activities associated 
with serving as IBS President is the opportunity 
to meet with members of the society around 
the world, and to discuss both plans that the 
Executive Committee have and issues that 
impact on the organisation of the society in 
each of our Regions, National Groups and 
Networks. As noted in a previous article 
(Vol. 26, No.3), the (odd-numbered) years 
between IBCs always seem to be busier in 
terms of Regional and Network Conferences. 
During July, August and September I have 
been able to attend conferences organised 
by the Brazilian Region, Central American and 
Caribbean Region (RCAC) and Sub-Saharan 
African Network (SUSAN), whilst failing to 
get to meetings organised by the Spanish, 
Argentinean and Austro-Swiss Regions!

Attendance at the Brazilian Region Conference 
in July was combined with a visit with IBS 
Executive Director, Dee Ann Walker, to 

Florian#polis to meet with members of the 
Local Organising Committee (LOC) for IBC 
Floripa 2010 (Dee Ann provides a reflection 
of her visit elsewhere in this edition of the 
Biometric Bulletin). Visiting Florian#polis and the 
conference venue at the Federal University of 
Santa Catarina for a second time, I am now 
starting to get a good impression of how the 
conference will be organised in December 
2010. The conference venue will provide a 
compact location for the scientific sessions, both 
for oral and poster presentations, with plenty 
of opportunities for interactions outside of the 
formal scientific programme, taking advantage 
of the fantastic summer weather (hopefully 
considerably warmer than it was in July!). The 
city of Florian#polis and island of Santa Catarina 
provide a great backdrop for the conference, 
with conference hotels both in the city and on 
the coast, and opportunities to experience the 
beaches, inland lagoons, hills and islands during 
the social programme. The Brazilian $spirit% of 
the conference will be fully expressed during 
the Conference Party (not just a dinner!) at a 
hotel on the edge of one of the inland lagoons 
within Santa Catarina Island. The conference 
web-site www.rbras.org.br/~ibcfloripa2010 is 
updated regularly with new information about 
the conference, so please remember to visit 
frequently. 

The International Program Committee (IPC) 
for the conference has now finished selecting 
both invited session and short courses for the 
conference, and details of these are presented 
on page 16 of this Biometric Bulletin. The call 
for contributed abstracts for inclusion in the 
conference scientific programme will open on 
4 January 2010, with a deadline for submissions 
of Friday 16 April. So start thinking of what 
you might contribute, and start making plans Continued on p. 4

to attend the conference in Brazil from 5 - 10 
December 2010.

Attendance at the different Regional and 
Network meetings of the society often 
provides the opportunity to aid important 
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Dear Readers, 

While I was in Washington, DC, for the 
Joint Statistical Meetings in August, it was 
my pleasure to walk down the street and 
meet Dee Ann Walker, Executive Director 
of the IBS, and Suzanne Egan, Deputy 
Director, at the IBS Office. Dee Ann had 
just returned from a trip to Florian#polis 
with President Andrew Mead to check out 
the location of the 2010 IBS meeting. The 
setting for the meeting sounds wonder-
ful, but some advance planning definitely 
is required for those of us who will need 
visas and special driver&s licenses. Dee Ann&s 
column contains many of the specifics. Of 
particular note is the timeline for submitting 
contributed abstracts for the meeting, from 
4 January 2010 until Friday 16 April 2010.

Many announcements of regional meet-
ings have been submitted in the past few 
months. I encourage you to peruse the 
news from the regional correspondents for 
further details. The basic contact informa-
tion has been summarized at the end of this 
issue and also is available on the IBS website 
<www.tibs.org>.

Correspondents from the Polish and South 
African Groups of the society have sub-
mitted memorial tributes to esteemed 
colleagues whose contributions I would 
like to highlight. Wiktor Oktaba (Group 
Poland) has had a huge influence on the 
development of biometry in Poland, and 
co-founded the Polish Biometrical Society 
in 1959. He died on the eve of the 39th 
International Biometrical Colloquium in 
Kazimierz Dolny, an annual conference that 
he founded in 1970. Harvey Morgan Dicks 
(Group South Africa) is remembered as 
an enthusiastic teacher and researcher 
of biometry, who believed in down-to-
earth practical applications. He was General 
Secretary and an executive member of 
SUSAN (Sub-Saharan African Network of 
the IBS), and has worked tirelessly to pro-
mote the teaching and practice of biometry 
throughout Africa.

I would like to commend Andrew Mead on 
his service as IBS President. He certainly has 
done his part to visit as many regions and 
groups, and meet as many members, as he 

Region/National Group Key 

Regions
RArg - Argentinean Region
AR - Australasian Region
ROeS - Austro-Swiss Region
RBe - Belgian Region
RBras - Brazilian Region
BIR - British and Irish Region
RCAC - Central American-Caribbean 
Region
EMR - Eastern Mediterranean Region
ENAR - Eastern North American Region
RF - French Region
DR - German Region
IR - Indian Region
RItl - Italian Region 
JR - Japanese Region
RKo - Korean Region
ANed - The Netherlands Region
NR - Nordic Region
REsp - Spanish Region
WNAR - Western North American Region

National Groups
GBa - Baltic 
GBot - Botswana 
GCam - Cameroon 
GCl - Chile 
GCh - China 
GEth - Ethiopia
GGha - Ghana
GHu - Hungary 
GKe - Kenya 
GMex - Mexico 
GNa - Namibia 
GNi - Nigeria 
GPol - Poland 
GRo - Romania 
GSAf - South Africa
GUgan - Uganda
GZim - Zimbabwe

Networks
CEN - Central European Network
Channel Network
SUSAN - Sub-Saharan Network 

SAVE THE DATES
XXVth International 
Biometric Conference

5-10 December 2010
Florian polis,"Brazil

Continued on p. 19
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December 2009 Issue Highlights
The December issue of Biometrics features articles from a diverse 
array of areas and applications. The Biometric Methodology sec-
tion includes papers covering a range of methodologic areas: some 
highlights are $Bayesian variable selection with joint modeling of 
categorical and survival outcomes: An application to individual-
izing chemotherapy treatment in advanced colorectal cancer,% by 
Wei Chen, Debashis Ghosh, Trivellore E. Raghunathan, and Daniel 
J. Sargent; $A frailty-model based approach to estimating the 
age-dependent penetrance function of candidate genes using 
population-based case-control study designs: An application to 
data on BRCA1 gene,% by Li Hsu, Lu Chen, and Kathleen Malone; 
$Comparing species assemblages via species accumulation curves,% 
by Chang Xuan Mao and Jun Li; $Bayesian partitioning for modelling 
and mapping spatial case-control data,% by Deborah A. Costain; and 
$A latent class model with hidden Markov dependence for array 
CGH data,% by Stacia M. DeSantis, E. Andres Houseman, Brent A. 
Coull, David N. Louis, Gayatry Mohapatra, and Rebecca A. Betensky. 
The Biometric Practice section features papers of interest to practi-
tioners: in this issue, papers include $Group testing regression mod-
els with fixed and random effects,% by Joshua M. Tebbs, Peng Chen 
and Christopher R. Bilder; $Assessing vaccine effects in repeated 
low-dose challenge experiments,% by Michael G. Hudgens and 

Peter B. Gilbert; $Predictive model assessment for count data,% by 
Claudia Czado, Tilmann Gneiting and Leonhard Held; and $Bayesian 
wombling for spatial point processes,% by Shengde Liang, Sudipto 
Banerjee and Bradley P. Carlin.

As always, lists of papers to appear can be found at the Biometrics 
website. Papers to appear in future issues also may be found under 
the $Early View% link at the Wiley-Blackwell website, which may be 
accessed by IBS members by visiting <http://www.tibs.org/> and 
selecting $Biometrics Online% from the drop-down menu at the 
$Members% link at the top of the page.

Editorial Board News
As we have reported previously, Geert Molenberghs& term as 
Biometrics Co-Editor will end on 31 December 2009. A search 
committee was constituted and approved by the IBS Council to 
nominate Geert&s successor; members were Juni Palmgren (Nordic 
Region, Chair), Rodolofo Cantet (Argentinean Region), Tim Friede 
(German Region), Geert Molenberghs (Belgian Region, ex officio), 
Tom Louis (Eastern North American Region, ex officio), David 
Zucker (Eastern Mediterranean Region, ex officio), and Marie 

�'�S�P�N���U�I�F���&�Y�F�D�V�U�J�W�F���%�J�S�F�D�U�P�S
It was my great pleasure to make a trip to Florian#polis Brazil in 
mid-July for the purpose of meeting with members of the local 
organizing committee (LOC) for the 2010 International Biometric 
Conference (IBC). Andrew Mead was already there when I arrived, 
and we had a full agenda for 2.5 days.

Our host for the trip was Dalton Andrade, professor extraordi-
naire at the Federal University of Santa Catarina and a native son 
of Florian#polis. Dalton toured us around every nook and cranny 
of the city, introduced us to exotic fruits and pinion nuts, plied us 
with caipirinhas1 and forced us to eat our weight in fresh seafood! 
He successfully demonstrated what Brazilian hospitality is all about! 

The site of the Brazilian Festival.
Being served at Anizio's 
wonderful water-side 
restaurant, are (l to r), 
Andrew Mead, Paulo 
Ribeiro and his wife 
Sylvia, Dalton Andrade, 
and John Thorne (who is 
sipping our favorite local 
cerveja, Original).

Getting to Florian#polis 
was fairly easy. I booked an overnight flight through Miami to Rio de 
Janerio. From there it&s not complicated to get to Florian#polis. (Total 
roundtrip airfare was about '1,200 US.) Located in Santa Catarina, one 
of the most southern states of Brazil, you&ll most likely get to Florian#polis 

via Rio de Janeiro or Sao Paul and take one of the several daily non-stop 
flights down. I had not expected the vastness of Brazil. It&s HUGE. Almost 
every destination requires a plane flight, as distances are too vast for easy 
travel by car (e.g., you cannot drive to the Amazon).

I had been forewarned that it could take up to three months to secure a 
visa to enter Brazil. Brazil requires a visa for all citizens of North American 
Countries (i.e., US, Canada, and Mexico). Visas also are required of visitors 
from Australia, Japan and Nigeria as well as others, so some preplanning 
is needed. (Check www.brasilemb.org) 

Luckily for me, the Brazilian Embassy is located in Washington, DC and I 
was able to see the process first-hand. Here are few tips. 

1. Apply for a tourist visa. Plain and simple. Do not say that you 
are traveling on business or attending a conference, as this requires 
special handling and original signatures from the conference plan-
ners, etc. Almost everyone applying for a visa in order to attend 
a conference was turned down for not having proper, original 
paperwork. A tourist visa to Brazil covers the following situations: 
tourism trip; visit to relatives and/or friends; attendance at cultural, 
technological or scientific conferences or seminars for scientists, 
professors or researchers; and participation in artistic or amateur 
sport competitions whenever no monetary prize or paid admis-
sion is involved.

2. Follow the visa application directions explicitly. About 50% of 
visa applications are rejected due to directions not being followed. 
Some of these directions are a little unusual, so just do as asked. 

Continued on p. 5

Continued on p. 19
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developments within the society. For example, at the conferences of 
the Eastern Mediterranean Region in May and the Italian Region in 
June I was able to facilitate discussions about the possible establish-
ment of a Mediterranean Network of the society. A further meeting 
also involving officers of the Spanish Region took place in Milan in July, 
and at the Spanish Region Conference in September it was hoped 
to finalise the establishment of this new Network linking these three 
Regions. We look forward to bringing you further news of this excit-
ing development. Similarly, it had become apparent that members of 
the society based in Mexico were members of a number of different 
component parts of the society, including both ENAR and WNAR. At 
the RCAC conference in July (in Mexico), I joined discussions with offi-
cers of the RCAC and Mexican National Group, reaching a conclusion 
to incorporate the Mexican National Group into RCAC. Hopefully, 
members based in Mexico who are currently members of other 
Regions will see this news, and transfer their membership to RCAC.

Attending the SUSAN conference in Kenya in August particularly 
caused me to reflect again on the challenges faced by biometricians 
and the IBS around the world. My initial impression during the confer-
ence was that the challenges in Africa appeared to be very different 
from those in other parts of the world, but on further reflection I 
am not sure that this is true * probably the challenges are just more 
extreme in Africa. But in considering these challenges, I returned 
again to one of the themes of my Presidential Address at IBC Dublin 
2008, of how the society measures up to the intentions of those 
who founded the society, to bring together those with an interest in 
applying quantitative methods with colleagues working in the biosci-
ences. I believe that many society members are concerned that our 
society, through our publications and conferences, is losing the con-
nection with the biological sciences that motivates our work, and that 
we need to re-focus the society to support individual members in 
maintaining these essential interactions.

In an earlier President&s Corner I floated the idea of establishing IBS 
Ambassadors to provide formal society-level links between the IBS 
and the biological science societies of which our collaborators are 
members (we all have such links with the individuals with whom we 
collaborate, but I believe there are benefits, to both our society and 
biological sciences in general, of links at a society level). This is some-
thing I hope to be able to progress during my final year on the IBS 
Executive Committee. An interesting development for the British and 
Irish Region (BIR) of the society is the creation of a new $Society of 
Biology%, providing a single organisation to represent the interests of 
biological sciences within the UK. The BIR is a member society of this 
new organisation, and at a recent BIR Committee meeting there was 
considerable interest in exploring how the BIR involvement in this 
$umbrella% organisation could aid collaboration across a wide range 
of biological sciences. Are there similar organisations in other parts of 
the world with which IBS Regions or National Groups either already 
are connected or could become so?

The closing address at the SUSAN conference was given by Ric Coe, 
based at the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) in Tanzania but 
also with continuing links at the University of Reading, UK (where he 
taught me during my MSc over 20 years ago!). Ric&s talk was on $The 
changing biometric climate%, and initially reflected on the aspects of 

biometry presented in talks during the conference. His impression, 
which I share, was of a mixture of talks generally presenting the 
application of $standard methods% in a range of application areas 
(important to the underlying science, but is this biometry?), detailed 
mathematical developments (very valuable, but is this biometry?), and 
a few talks about the application of novel statistical approaches to 
tackle new biological problems (I believe that this is biometry!). How 
does this assessment compare with other IBS-sponsored confer-
ences? Probably the balance between the three areas is different, but 
is there sufficient emphasis on the third area (real biometry)?

Ric continued by considering the role of biometry and the biometri-
cian * defining this as $making applied research (on biological systems) 
more effective% * and identifying the challenge that biometricians face, 
of convincing our colleagues that we should be involved to provide 
quantitative expertise for the solution of research problems. As the 
biological sciences in which we collaborate change, we face com-
petition for providing quantitative expertise from a range of other 
experts * e.g. IT and data managers, bioinformaticians, project manag-
ers, quantitative specialists in ecology, climate, economics, etc. * and so 
we need to become more pro-active in demonstrating how our skills 
and expertise are invaluable to making applied research more effective. 

Of course, this often will mean learning new skills, certainly gaining an 
appreciation of the wider range of scientific areas with which we will 
need to interact, and having a broader view of the research environ-
ment within which our expertise can be applied. And this broader view 
needs to extend to the training and education of future generations of 
biometricians. In his presentation, Ric also described the development 
of a new MSc in $Research Methods% being launched in Africa this year 
by the Regional Universities Forum (RUFORUM). This course aims to 
attract both students from a quantitative background and those from 
an applied science background, training them in a range of research 
methods (hence the title), based on a sound knowledge of statistical 
and mathematical techniques but with a broader programme reflecting 
how these skills need to be applied within a modern multidisciplinary 
research environment. I am sure that there are examples of similar 
approaches being taken in other parts of the world * certainly there 
are Systems Biology Doctoral Training Centres in the UK taking a 
related, multidisciplinary approach, though not necessarily with much 
statistical input. But is the biometrical community doing enough to 
appropriately train the next generation of biometricians? I believe that 
this approach provides a model for how future generations of biometri-
cians should be trained, and I issue the challenge to the IBS to consider 
how we might be involved in developing and contributing to such train-
ing programmes around the world.

I must conclude this final article as IBS President by thanking the 
very many members of the IBS who have supported me during my 
two years as President, particularly my colleagues on the Executive 
Committee, Council and Standing Committees, those who have pro-
vided hospitality during my various travels, and the staff at Bostrom who 
provide the society Business Office. I look forward to working with Kaye 
Basford during the next year as she takes over as IBS President, and to 
seeing many of you at the next IBC in Brazil in December 2010.

Andrew Mead
IBS President

President's Corner Continued from p. 1
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3. Start early. Visas are good for up to 5 years and you can go 
ahead and apply once you know the dates you plan to visit 
Brazil. From 5-10 December 2010 would be about right!

Because I did all of the above, getting a visa was a breeze! It took only 
5 business days. 

The IBC will be held at the Federal University of Santa Catarina on 
the island portion of Florian#polis. Surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean 
and the North and South Bays, the island is a mixture of natural rug-
ged beauty, beach communities, upscale and local shops, and some of 
the most beautiful beaches in Brazil. (Make a note to bring your surf 
board.) In addition, two large lakes at the center of the island provide 
another experience. Great little local restaurants, coffee shops, cabana 
villages and hiking trails surround the lakes. 

While in Florian#polis, it was my great pleasure to meet with some of 
the esteemed members of the LOC: Dalton de Andrea, Paulo Ribeiro, 
Andriano Borgatto, and Pedro Barbetta. Dalton served as our official 
guide and translator. We met with the chancellor of the university and 
the conference management firm, and toured several hotels that will 
host us during the conference. 

One special task was looking for the perfect location for a Brazilian 
Festival that will be held in lieu of the IBC Gala Dinner. And we found 
it! We found a lakeside setting under huge tents with pathways leading 
to the water. This will be the setting for a spectacular evening featuring 
an array of traditional Brazilian foods, drinks, music, dance and FUN! 

Florian#polis is an outdoorsy kind of place. And as is befitting, the 
LOC has already planned some wonderful mid-conference tours fea-
turing hiking, biking and boating. Check out all the activities at <www.
tibs.org>. I spent one full day hiking along one of the lakes to a village 
accessible only by foot or boat, and returned by small boat after a 
lakeside meal of grilled shrimp and cerveja.

I know the IBC Floripa 2010 is almost a year away. But, it&s never too 
early to start thinking about a trip of this sort. It&s a perfect place to 
bring family and friends. Flights to Brazil may be a little pricey, but once 
you&re there, it&s a bargain and a beautiful place to visit. Start planning 
today. You&ll be glad you did because the Brazilian and Argentinean 
Regions will put on a show you won&t want to miss!

1Caipirinha (pronounced kie-purr-REEN-yah) roughly translates to 
$country bumpkin%. It is made with cacha+a, an intensely sweet 
Brazillian style of rum made from sugarcane juice. The Caipirinha 
is the national drink of Brazil (where it originated) and is a popular 
Carnavale drink. 

Dee Ann Walker, CAE
Executive Director

Argentinean Region (RArg)
Argentine Group of Biometry (GAB) 2009 Meeting in Trelew, Argentine 
Patagonia
The Annual Meeting of our Group on 9 - 11 September 2009 was 
held at the Biology School of the University of San Juan Bosco at 
Trelew, province of Chubut, Argentine Patagonia. The local organizing 
committee, with Jos! Saravia as Chair and the enthusiastic participa-
tion of its members, produced a nice climate for the development of 
the meeting. Trelew is a city in continuous development whose inhab-
itants are devoted to different productive activities, mainly agriculture 
and sheep breeding and rearing. It is located close to other cities on 
the Atlantic Ocean coast from which the whales, penguins and other 
kinds of marine fauna can be seen. Our meeting was a very good 
event with several usual activities. Two short courses were offered:  
ªIntroduction to the Analysis and Methodology for Multiple Tablesº 
taught by Dr. Nora Baccal#, and ªIntroduction to GLLAMM and its 
Applicationsº taught by Dr. Alberto Osella and Dr. Mar$a Pilar D$az. 

This photo of a whale swimming near the city of Trelew was taken by the 
young son of a meeting attendee.

The Data Analysis Table organized by Ing. Teresa Boca (M.Sc.) had few 
participants. At the Competition among Young Biometricians, Prof. 
Guillermo Sabino, student of the Applied Statistics Master Degree at the 
University of Comahue, was awarded the first position, while the second 
position was awarded to a group of students composed by Duberney 
Mu&oz and Andrea Pe&a from the University of Tolima (Colombia) and 
M'nica Picardi from the National University of C'rdoba (Argentina). 

New Regional Officers
A new Committee was elected for the period 2010-2011. The 
new officers are: President: Julio Di Rienzo; Vice-president: Gabriela 
Cendoya; Secretary: Silvia Suhring; Treasurer: Mar$a In!s Urrutia; 
Ordinary Titular Members: Laura Gim!nez and Jos! Saravia; Ordinary 
Substitute Members: Ana Mar$a Pereyra and Alberto Trevizan; and the 
accounts will be looked through by Marta Pece and Osvaldo Arce. 
The members of the Editorial Committee of our journal are: Julio Di 
Rienzo, Silvina Sanmartino, N!lida Winzer and Marta Zanelli. 

2010 IBC
Our members are encouraged to participate actively at the next meet-
ing to be held at Florian'polis (Brazil) in December 2010. This meeting 
is being organized by the IBC with the Brazilian and Argentine Regions.

Marta L. Zanelli

�'�S�P�N���U�I�F���&�Y�F�D�V�U�J�W�F���%�J�S�F�D�U�P�S
Continued from p. 3
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Australasian Region (AR)
Australasian Region ªBiometrics on the Lakeº 2009 Conference
29 November to 3 December
The biennial meeting of International Biometric Society Australasian 
Region (IBS AR) will be held at the Suncourt Hotel and Conference 
Centre on the lakefront in beautiful Taupo, New Zealand from Sunday 29 
November to Thursday 3 December 2009. It has uninterrupted views of 
the stunning Lake Taupo with a backdrop of the majestic volcanoes Mt 
Ruapehu, Mt Tongariro and Mt Ngauruhoe. We hope that you take the 
opportunity to explore the many attractions of New Zealand as well as 
the scientific programme of the conference.

The keynote speakers are Martin Bland, Thomas Lumley, Louise Ryan, 
and Chris Triggs. The invited speakers are Ross Ihaka, Kaye Basford, and 
Alison Smith. Contributed sessions are organized on the topics of clinical 
trials, medical statistics, experimental design and field trials, data analysis, 
statistical computing, ecology, modelling, proteomics and nutragenomics, 
and other associated fields of biometrics. Short courses also will be run 
prior to the conference. Information about the conference programme 
is available at the conference website: <https://conference.fos.auckland.
ac.nz/ibsar/program.html>.

Other Conferences in the Region
The SSAI and APBG are running a workshop on ªChallenges of running 
oncology clinical trialsº in Melbourne on 26 November 2009. For more 
details see <https://www.statsoc.org.au/CPD4Regs>.

On 1 - 4 February 2010, Queensland University of Technology in 
Brisbane will be holding a conference on Statistical Modelling and 
Inference to celebrate Murray Aitkin*s 70th birthday. Further details can 
be found at <http://www.aitkinconference.scitech.qut.edu.au/>.

Later in 2010 (29 June to 1 July) Massey University in Palmerston 
North, New Zealand will be hosting an International Conference on 
Statistical Methodologies and Related Topics, in conjunction with NZ 
Statistics Association Annual Conference. Details can be found at <http://
nzsa_cdl_2010.massey.ac.nz/>. 

And even later, the Australian Statistics Conference 2010 will be in 
Freemantle (Western Australia) from 6 - 10 December 2010. For more 
information, see <www.promaco.com.au/2010/asc>.

2009 National Tertiary Teaching Excellence Award
Dr Rachel Fewster, University of Auckland in New Zealand, was one 
of the prize winners in the 2009 national Tertiary Teaching Excellence 
Awards. As the deputy Vice Chancellor of University of Auckland put it, 
ªRachel*s unique ability and originality is evident in her approach to teach-
ing, and in her ongoing effort to reflect on and enhance what she does. 
Her strength is to make the subject of Statistics accessible and understood 
by a wide variety of students. She has re-thought conventional approaches, 
and strives to ensure that all elements of her teaching practice ̀ bring to life* 
the underlying concepts of Statistics.º Ka pai to mahi Rachel+

Duncan Hedderley

Austro-Swiss Region (ROeS)
Austro-Swiss Region 26th Seminar in Linz, Austria
The 26th seminar of the Austro-Swiss Region took place in Linz, Austria, 
from 14 - 17 September 2009, with 109 participants registered. The 
seminar started with a pre-seminar course on Bayesian Statistics taught 
by Beat Neuenschwander and Michael Branson, who gave an excel-

lent introduction to Bayesian Statistics to the 28 participants. The main 
topics of the conference were time to event data, early development 
in oncology, Bayesian statistics, risk-assessment, medical research, and 
genetic information 

Two sessions were dedicated to scientific presentations of Young 
Statisticians. The presenters came from Slovenia, Italy, Poland, Germany, 
Switzerland, UK and Austria. Together with many contributed papers, the 
seminar offered a very attractive program and gave a nice overview of 
the research focuses in biometry of the Austro-Swiss Region. Abstracts 
and presentations, as well as pictures from the conference and the social 
events, are available on the conference website <http://www.confer-
ences.jku.at/roes09>.

The meeting was extremely well organized by Prof. Dr. Martina 
Mittlboeck, president of the ROeS (Medical University of Vienna, Austria), 
and the local organizer Dr. Helga Wagner (Johannes Kepler University 
of Linz, Austria). The general assembly elected Dr. Norbert Neumann 
(Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd, Basel) as the new President of the ROeS. We 
would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr. Martina Mittlboeck for 
her efforts as President over the past two years.

Awards
The Arthur-Linder award for outstanding work of younger ROeS mem-
bers (up to 35 years of age) in the area of biometry was given to Dr. 
Sonja Zehetmayer (Medical University of Vienna, Austria) for her work 
on ªOptimized multi-stage designs controlling the false discovery or the 
family-wise error rateª. Furthermore, conference participants were asked 
to elect the best poster. Two posters were tied for first place: T. Mendlik, 
E. Stadlober, and A. Berghold (Graz, Austria), ªDifferent computational 
methods for the analysis of generalized linear models for binary longitu-
dinal dataº and Th. Waldhoer and H. Heinzl (Vienna, Austria), ªDisplaying 
additional information in spatial mapsº.

2011 ROeS Seminar in Zurich, Switzerland
The next ROeS Seminar will take place in Z=rich from 12 - 15 September 
2011. This will be the 2nd Central European Network (CEN) meeting, a 
joint meeting with the German Region and the Polish group.

Andrea Berghold

Central American-Caribbean Region (RCAC)
Joint Second Iberoamericano Biometrics Meeting and Fifth Meeting of 
the Central American and Caribbean Region in Veracruz, Mexico
The joint Second Iberoamericano Biometrics Meeting (Spanish, 
Argentinian and CAC Regions) and Fifth Meeting of the RCAC Region 
was held in Veracruz, Mexico from 27 ± 31 July. The major events were 
sessions devoted to the main theme of statistics in education, a special 
session devoted to Dr. Emilio Carbonell (Spanish Region), and a presenta-
tion by Dr. Andrew Mead, President of the IBS. 
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Andrew Mead (fourth from left) and Emilio Carbonell (Spanish Region) and 
some of the other meeting participants.

Luis Fernando Grajales (RCAC) Purificaci"n Galindo (Spanish Region), Rafael 
Borges (RCAC) and Elo#na Mesa (RCAC).

Bruce Lauckner

Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR)
Bulgaria Joins the EMR
Our region welcomes Bulgaria as a new member of the EMR. The coun-
try representative is Dr. Maroussia N. Bojkova, Associate Professor, Dept 
of Probability, Operations Research and Statistics, Faculty of Mathematics 
and Informatics, Sofia University. Bulgaria was accepted as member 
unanimously in the general assembly during the last EMR conference in 
Istanbul, Turkey. 

Member News
Prof. Laurence (Larry) Freedman has finished his 4 year term on the IBS 
Council. We thank him for his great contribution.

2011 EMR-IBS Conference in Greece
The next EMR-IBS conference is scheduled for spring 2011 in Greece. 
Further details will be posted in a subsequent Biometric Bulletin, including 
exact dates and places, and information about the organizing and the 
scientific committees.

Other Conferences in the Region
The conference on Health Care Business will be held 26 - 28 February, 
2010, at the Hilton Hotel, Nicosia, Cyprus. The organizers are the Cyprus 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Cyprus Organization for 
Standardization. The main topics of the conference are health econom-
ics, health management, business opportunities in the health sector, and 
health care standardization. For more information please visit <http://
mse.com.cy/index-en.html>.

The International Symposium on Stochastic Models in Reliability 
Engineering, Life Sciences and Operations Management will take place 
8 - 11 February 2010 in the Shamoon College of Engineering, Beer 
Sheva, Israel. This conference will provide a forum for discussing differ-
ent issues of stochastic models in reliability, life sciences, and operations 
management with respect to their applications. The conference objective 
is to assemble researchers and practitioners involved in these fields from 
universities, institutions and industries around the world, and to encour-
age mutual exchange. Topics include: stochastic models and methods in 
reliability engineering (reliability, testing, maintenance, safety, and quality 
control stochastic models), methods in life sciences (biostatistics, data 
mining, bioinformatics, health care, ecology and environmental protec-
tion), and stochastic models and methods in operations management 
(project management, manufacturing, inventory and chain of supply, infor-
mation systems, services, transportation, finance, and security). For more 
information please visit <http://www.sce.ac.il/smrlo/index.php>.

The XIVth International Summer Conference on Probability and Statistics 
and Seminar on Statistical Data Analysis will be held in Sozopol, Bulgaria 
in June 2010. For more information please visit <http://stochastics.fmi.
uni-sofia.bg>.

28th European Meetings of Statisticians (EMS 2010) will be held at the 
University of Piraeus in Greece, 17 - 22 August 2010. The EMS already 
have been established among the major international meetings covering 
a broad area of disciplines, such as mathematical statistics, biostatistics, 
computational statistics, financial statistics, applied probability and reli-
ability. The meetings are held under the auspices of the Bernoulli Society 
for Mathematical Statistics and Probability. The purpose of EMS 2010 
is to provide a forum where researchers from universities throughout 
the world, as well as practitioners, can discuss current problems, new 
approaches and future directions in the fields of probability and statistics. 
Young researchers and PhD students especially are invited to contribute 
papers.  For more information please visit <http://stat.unipi.gr/ems2010>.

EMR-IBS Email Discussion Group
EMR-IBS has an active email discussion group for the purpose of foster-
ing interactions among people working in biostatistics and related fields. 
In the discussion group, one can find interesting information related to 
the regional activities as well as exchange ideas about recently published 
papers. You can see the discussions and join the group by accessing 
<http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/emr-ibs/>. Everyone is welcome 
to join the group+

Dimitris Karlis

Eastern North American Region (ENAR)
ENAR 2009 Election Results
ENAR is pleased to announce the election of the following officers: 
President (2010-2012) Amy Herring (University of North Carolina); 
Treasurer (2010-2011) Michael Daniels (University of Florida); Regional 
Committee (RECOM) (2010-2012) Scarlett Bellamy (University of 
Pennsylvania); Vernon Chinchilli (Penn State Hershey College of Medicine); 
Brent Coull (Harvard University). 

On behalf of the ENAR membership, the ENAR Nominations Committee 
would like to express our heartfelt appreciation for all members who 
stood as candidates for these offices. As an organization, we are fortu-
nate to have so many outstanding members willing to commit time and 
energy to ENAR, making each election a choice among extraordinarily 
talented, committed, and effective leaders. Please join us in congratulating 
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our newly-elected officers. Rocky Feuer, ENAR Past President, chaired the 
Nominations Committee.

2010 ENAR Spring Meeting 21 - 24 March in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
USA 
Planning us well underway for the 2010 Spring Meeting 21 ± 24 March 
at the Hilton New Orleans Riverside in New Orleans, Louisisna. New 
Orleans provides an exciting venue for this meeting, with its rich cultural 
history and its fabulous food. In lieu of a single ªTuesday night eventº, the 
ENAR Executive Committee has developed a list of recommended local 
hot spots from the many available for meeting attendees to explore.

One new activity this year is the opportunity to help rebuild the city 
after the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, by participating in a Habitat 
for Humanity volunteer project on Saturday, March 20. Please contact 
Brian Marx <bmarx@lsu.edu> for further information about this 
project.

The ENAR Spring Meeting is joint with the Institute of Mathematical 
Statistics (IMS) and eight sections of the American Statistical Association. 
The program covers a broad range of topics, including bioinformat-
ics, Bayesian methodology, biosurveillance, comparative effectiveness, 
proteomics, brain imaging, and high-dimensional inference. Robert Kass 
(Carnegie Mellon University) is the Presidential Invited Speaker, and 
Marie Davidian (North Carolina State University) is the IMS Medallion 
Lecturer. Four full-day and two half-day short courses will be offered, as 
well as five tutorials and eleven luncheon roundtables. A workshop for 
junior researchers will be offered on Saturday, and a diversity workshop 
will be offered on Sunday. The Career Placement Center also will be in 
operation. The Program Chair is Mike Daniels <mdaniels@stat.ufl.edu> 
and Co-Chair is Jeffrey Morris <jefmorris@mdanderson.org>. 

The deadline to submit abstracts of contributed and invited papers and 
posters was 15 November 2009. The deadline for student paper sub-
missions was 1 November 2009. Further information about the 2010 
meeting is given on the website, <www.enar.org>. 

2010 JSM 31 July ± 5 August in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
The 2010 JSM will be held from 31 July ± 5 August at the Vancouver 
Convention Center in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. The theme 
of the conference is ªStatistics: A Key to Innovation in a Data-Centric 
Worldº. The ENAR representative to the 2010 JSM Program Committee 
is Yulei He <HE@HEP.MED.HARVARD.EDU>. Submission of abstracts for con-
tributed talks or posters begins on 1 December 2009 and continues until 
1 February 2010. The conference website is <www.amstat.org/meetings/
jsm/2010>. 

2011 ENAR Spring Meeting 20 -23 March in Miami, Florida, USA
The 2011 ENAR Spring Meeting will be held at the Hyatt Regency Miami, 
Miami, Florida, USA from 20 ± 23 March.

2012 ENAR Spring Meeting 1 ± 4 April in Washington, DC, USA
The 2012 ENAR Spring Meeting will be held at the Hyatt Regency 
Washington on Capitol Hill, Washington, DC, USA from 1 ± 4 April. 

Lillian Lin

German Region (DR)
Second Joint Statistical Conference of the ªDeutsche 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Statistikº in Dortmund 23 - 26 March 2010
Three years after the first conference held by German societies from 
different backgrounds and application domains successfully debuted 
in Bielefeld, the second conference of the DAGStat will be held 23 - 
26 March 2010 in Dortmund. The 56th Biometrisches Kolloquium is 
embedded in this joint conference, giving biometricians a chance to 
meet among themselves as well as interact with researchers develop-
ing empirical research methods in different subject matter areas or 
new theoretical results.

The former President of the Biometric Society, Nanny Wermuth, will give 
an invited talk. Other invited speakers are Jim Berger (Duke University, 
NC, USA), Arndt von Haeseler (Center for Integrative Bioinformatics, 
Vienna, Austria), Hein Putter (Leiden University Medical Center, The 
Netherlands), Hannu Oja (University of Tampere, Finland), Holger Dette 
(Ruhr-Universit?t Bochum, Germany), Thomas J. Santner (Ohio State 
University, Columbus, OH, USA), Anne Whitehead (Lancaster University, 
United Kingdom), and Achim Zeileis (Wirtschaftsuniversit?t, Vienna, 
Austria). The conference team, headed by Wilfried Seidel (Helmut-
Schmidt-Universit?t, Hamburg), Richardus Vonk (Bayer Schering Pharma 
AG) and J[rg Rahnenf=hrer (Technische Universit?t Dortmund), is look-
ing forward to meeting many people who are eager to exchange ideas 
about how to make sense of data from various subject matter areas. 

Johannes H"sing

Group Poland (GPol) 
In Memoriam: Wiktor Oktaba (1920-2009)
Wiktor Oktaba, Professor Emeritus at the Department of Applied 
Mathematics and Computer Science, University of Life Sciences of Lublin, 
Poland, died on 6 September 2009, at the age of 89. He was born on 
16 April 1920, in Kiev (now Ukraine). In 1938 he started to study math-
ematics at Warsaw University. The outbreak of World War II interrupted 
his education. In the years 1944-1947 he continued mathematical study 
at the M.Curie-Sklodowska University (UMCS) in Lublin. In 1957 he 
obtained his Ph.D. in mathematics at UMCS. In 1966 he was awarded the 
title of extraordinary professor and in 1971 that of ordinary professor 
of mathematical sciences. In the academic year 1959/1960, as a fellow of 
Rockefeller Foundation, he visited the Iowa State University. 

Professor Wiktor Oktaba played a very important role in the foundation 
and development of the University of Life Sciences of Lublin. In 1952 
he formed the Department of Applied Mathematics at the Agrarian 
Faculty of UMCS. On the basis of that Faculty and the Veterinary and 
Zootechnics Faculties, the Higher School of Agriculture was founded in 
1955 (now the University of Life Sciences). Professor Wiktor Oktaba was 
the head of the Department of Applied Mathematics continuously for 
48 years, until his retirement. He held the positions of Vice-Dean (1960-
1962) and Dean (1962-1966) of the Agrarian Faculty and the position of 
Vice-Rector (1968-1969). He contributed enormously to the university 
didactic processes. He promoted 17 Ph.D. and 37 M.Sc. students. He 
reviewed over 150 scientific papers and he was a reviewer in many 
doctorate and habilitation processes. He was passionate about academic 
training and consulting in mathematics and statistics. His professionalism 
and hard work had a great influence on his colleagues, students and the 
academic staff of several faculties. He enthusiastically collaborated with 
biometrical, statistical and mathematical departments of various universi-
ties in Poland and abroad. 

�3�F�H�J�P�O�������/�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���(�S�P�V�Q���/�F�X�T 
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The scientific career of Professor Wiktor Oktaba started when, as 
a student, he was given an assistant position at the Department of 
Mathematics in UMCS; his scientific activity lasted to the last days of his 
life. His scientific contributions spanned the areas of experimental design, 
statistics, and probability. He was interested in estimation and testing 
hypotheses for univariate and multivariate Gauss-Markoff models, with 
missing observations in particular, but also in regression, variance com-
ponent estimation. and design of experiments. He published about 220 
original papers, 13 books and 8 dictionaries of statistical terms. His most 
important results were presented at many conferences in Europe, Asia 
and America (in 18 countries). Professor Wiktor Oktaba was a mem-
ber of many societies, including the IBS, International Statistical Institute, 
American Institute in the Division of Administrative Research, Institute 
of Mathematical Statistics (USA), Polish Biometrical Society, and Polish 
Mathematical Society. 

Professor Wiktor Oktaba had a huge influence on the development 
of biometry in Poland. He was co-organizer of the Polish Biometrical 
Society in 1959. He was elected a member of its Scientific Council and 
from 1976 he was the President of that Council. In 1970 he initiated the 
annual conferences of the Society, named Biometrical Colloquium (now 
International), which continues to this day. He also initiated of annual pro-
ceedings of the Polish Biometrical Society, published since 1970, for which 
he was the Editor-in-Chief. The 39th International Biometrical Colloquium 
was held on 6 ± 9 September 2009, in Kazimierz Dolny in eastern Poland. 
Coincidently, whether by accident or design, Professor Wiktor Oktaba 
passed away on 6 September, when the conference was about to start. 
His funeral ceremony was held in Kazimierz on 9 September, at the end 
of the conference. All participants of the Colloquium could accompany 
Professor Wiktor Oktaba in his last way to Heaven. 

39th International Biometrical Colloquium in Kazimierz Dolny, 
September 2009
The 39th International Biometrical Colloquium was held in Kazimierz 
Dolny from 7 ± 9 September 2009. The setting was a small town in 
eastern Poland whose history goes back to the 11th century; Kazimierz 
Dolny attracts artists and summer residents. This year, the conference was 
organized by the Department of Applied Mathematics and Computer 
Science, University of Life Sciences of Lublin, under the chair of Professor 
Izabela Kuna-Broniowska. More than 60 biometricians attended the 
conference. 

The first morning session of the conference was dedicated to the mem-
ory of the late Professor Tadeusz Przybysz on the 80th anniversary of 
his birth. Tadeusz Przybysz was Professor Emeritus at the Department of 
Applied Mathematics and Computer Science, University of Life Sciences 
of Lublin. His wife Krystyna, two sons in law and his favorite grandson 
joined this session. 

The next sessions contained four 45 minutes lectures given by: Professor 
Miroslaw Krzysko (Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science, 
University of Adam Mickiewicz in Poznan) on ªContemporary meth-
ods in discriminatory analysisº; Professor Ryszard Bobowiec (Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine of University of Life Sciences in Lublin) on ªCurrent 
directions in veterinary and medical studiesº; Professor Stanisøaw 
Nawrocki (Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation State Research 
Institute in Pulavy) on the ªImportance of experimentation in agricultural 
sciencesº; and Professor Wieslaw Pilarczyk (Department of Mathematical 
and Statistical Methods, University of Life Sciences in Poznan) ªOn appli-
cation of geo-statistical methods in variety experimentsº. A total of 14 
25-minute oral presentations and 20 posters also were presented. Most 

of the presented papers have been published in 194 pages of the 39th 
volume of the Colloquium Biometricum, the official periodical of the Polish 
Biometric Society. 

It should be mentioned that all lectures and accommodation of par-
ticipants were organized in the House of Architect SARP in the center 
of Kazimierz. Participants had an opportunity to admire the beautiful 
baroque-renaissance parish church (Fara), the castle, many beautiful 
granaries located on the Vistula River, and richly decorated houses such 
as the one shown below, º The weather was sunny during the entire 
conference. 

Zofia Hanusz 

Group South Africa (GSAf)
In Memoriam: Harvey Morgan Dicks

Harvey Morgan Dicks passed away 
on 23 August 2009 at the age of 
72 following complications aris-
ing from cancer surgery. He will be 
widely remembered all over southern 
Africa as an enthusiastic teacher and 
researcher of Biometry, who believed 
in down-to-earth practical applications. 
In Pietermaritzburg, where he was 
Senior Lecturer in Biometry in the 

Faculty of Agriculture, Harvey insisted that his students spend time in the 
field experiments, to gain the ªmanurial flavourº

Harvey graduated in Mathematics and Biometry at the University of 
Natal in 1959 and began his career by initiating the first Biometry classes 
at Stellenbosch University in 1960. A postgraduate course in Operations 
Research at the University of Lancaster diverted him to industrial appli-
cations in John Deere, Massey Fergusson, Nissan, and Fisons Fertilizers 
before an appointment to Senior Lecturer at the University of Natal 
returned him to the academic fold. In North America, he took sabbatical 
appointments as visiting Professor at North Carolina State University in 
1989 and 1994 and at Michigan State University in 1995.

After 15 years he retired, but between January 1998 and April 2009 he 
took numerous ad-hoc appointments at the University of Natal. Since 2001 
he has been responsible for the Biometry training of students in the African 
Centre for Crop Improvement (ACCI), which is funded by the Rockefeller 
and Gates Foundations. ACCI trains PhD plant breeding students from 
across the African continent. In his final years he worked enthusiastically 
in a Ford Foundation initiative led by Dr John Rowlands, to promote the 
teaching of biometry in Africa. This initiative involved the development of a 
CD resource of case studies and use of the Discovery version of Genstat 
software, which is available as freeware for non-commercial use in Africa.
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Harvey was a member of the South African Statistical Association and 
the IBS. In 2006-2007 he was elected General Secretary and an executive 
member of SUSAN (Sub-Saharan African Network of the IBS). He was 
an inveterate traveller who took part in meetings of SUSAN from Cape 
Town in the South to Mombassa and Lagos in the North. 

Harvey was a devoted family man. His first wife, Kota, died in 2000, 
and he remarried in 2002. He leaves his wife Margaret, 4 children, 2 
step-children and 3 grandchildren. To his many students in Africa and 
colleagues overseas, Harvey the Biometrician will be remembered 
for his great enthusiasm for his subject; the great zest he put into 
everything he did, and his love of life. 

Peter M. Njuho

Indian Region (IR)
East Asia Regional Biometric Conference and Xth Biennial Conference 
of the IBS (Indian Region) 12 - 13 February 2010
The Department of Statistics, Manipal Univerisity, Manipal is hosting the 
East Asia Regional Biometric conference and Xth Biennial Conference of 
the IBS (Indian Region) 12 - 13 February 2010. This conference aims to 
provide opportunities for all members of the society and others, including 
students, teachers and professional statisticians, to present their research 
findings, participate, and interact during the technical sessions. The confer-
ence is preceded by a pre-conference seminar on 11 February 2010. It 
gives us immense pleasure to invite you to the conference. There will be 
a full schedule of contributed papers, invited talk and symposia covering 
a wide variety of topics in biostatistics.

Abstract submission closed on 30 October 2009, and full papers are 
due by 30 November 2009. Special registration rates are available for IBS 
members, students (with a letter issued by the Head of their Department/ 
Institution verifying their student status), foreign delegates from SAARC 
countries, and accompanying persons. For more details, Contact: Dr. N. 
Sreekumaran Nair, Professor \ Head, Department of Statistics, Manipal 
University, Manipal. Phone: 0820 ± 2922407, Email: ibsconference2010@
gmail.com, or check the website: <http://www.manipal.edu/ManipalSite/
uploads/home/ibs%20conference.pdf>.

Sada Nand Dwivedi

Japanese Region (JR)
The 2009 Biometric Society of Japan (BSJ) Awards
The BSJ, the Japanese Region of the IBS, is pleased to announce that the 
society conferred the BSJ Award for Outstanding Scientific Contribution, 
Young Biostatisticians Awards, and the BSJ Honorary Award to the fol-
lowing recipients on 9 July at the annual meeting of the society held at 
Kyoto University. 

The BSJ Award for Outstanding Scientific Contribution was conferred 
on Dr. Toshiro Tango (National Institute of Public Health). Dr. Tango has 
conducted research on biostatistics, medical statistics, and theoretical 
epidemiology. He has been engaged in the field of disease clustering and 
his proposed method is well known as the ªTango index.º He also has 
published many theoretical papers in prominent statistical journals, as well 
as many applied papers on statistical science. He was the President of the 
BSJ from 2005-2008 and hosted the first East Asian Regional Biometric 
Conference (EAR-BC) in 2007. He will serve as the chair of the next 
Local Organization Committee for the IBC 2012 as well as national 
council member and a councilor of the society.

Young Biostatisticians Awards were given to Dr. Hiroshi Okamura 
(National Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries, Fisheries Research 
Agency), Dr. Zhihong Cai (Eli Lilly Japan), and Dr. Hisao Takeuchi 
(Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma Corporation). Dr. Hiroshi Okamura received 
his award for the paper by Okamura H, Kiyota M, and Kitakado T: ªA 
resource selection model for analyzing pseudoreplicated data due to 
grouping behavior of animalsº, published in the Journal of Agricultural, 
Biological, and Environmental Statistics (2008;13: 294-312). Dr. Zhihong 
Cai received her award for the paper by Cai Z, Kuroki M, Pearl J, 
and Tian J: ªBounds on direct effects in the presence of confounded 
intermediate variablesº, published in Biometrics (2008; 64: 695-701). 
Dr. Hisao Takeuchi received his award for two papers by Takeuchi H, 
Yoshimura I, and Hamada C that were published in the Japanese Journal 
of Biometrics: ªUtility of generalized hazards model incorporating cubic 
B-spline function into the baseline hazard functionº (2006; 27:121-138) 
and ªSurvival analysis for gastric cancer using the Japanese Foundation 
Database based on a generalized hazards model incorporating B-spline 
functionsº (2007; 28: 59-78). 

The BSJ Honorary Award was conferred on Professor Emeritus Isao 
Yoshimura (Tokyo University of Science). Professor Isao Yoshimura was 
the President of the Japanese group of the IBS from 1997-2000 and has 
served as a councilor of the society. He has been engaged in research 
and educational activities in various fields of biometrics. He has published 
papers on statistical methods for toxicity assessments and various other 
problems in biostatistics. At the annual general meeting held on 9 July, he 
was elected as an honorary member of the society.

The 2009 Annual Meeting Scientific Program
The 2009 Annual Meeting of the BSJ had been planned to be held 
on 21 - 22 May 2009 at Icho Kaikan, Alumnus Union Building for 
Osaka University Medical School Institute of Intelligence Network 
of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Osaka University. However, it was 
postponed due to outbreaks of the influenza A (H1N1) infection 
in Osaka. We therefore divided the annual meeting into two parts 
(Part I: Item of business, and Part II: Scientific program). The former 
was held on 9th July as described above. The annual meeting of 
ªPart II, Scientific programº was held at the 2009 Japanese Joint 
Statistical Meeting at Doshisha University, Kyotanabe Campus, Kyoto, 
Japan on 6 - 9 September, 2009. The BSJ is one of six sponsoring 
organizations of the meeting. The meeting website is <http://www.
jfssa.jp/taikai/2009/>.

Special Seminar at Kyoto University in 2009
On 9th July, a special seminar was held at Yamauchi Hall in Shiran Kaikan, 
Kyoto University as the joint seminar with collaboration of the Center 
for Advanced Medical Engineering and Informatics, Osaka University and 
Department of Biostatistics, BSJ, and Kyoto University School of Public 
Health. Two invited speakers gave lectures. Dr. Scott Evans (Harvard 
University) gave a special talk entitled ªBenefit:risk assessmentº and 
Professor Geert Molenberghs (Universiteit Hasselt), gave a special talk 
entitled ªLongitudinal and incomplete data in clinical studies.º

Kazue Yamaoka
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Nordic Region (NR) and Baltic Group (GBa)
Second Joint Conference of the Nordic Region and the Baltic Group in 
Tartu, Estonia, June 2009
The Nordic Region and Baltic Group are pleased to report the success 
of their second joint conference in Tartu, Estonia, 10 - 12 June 2009. The 
conference brought together 100 participants from 15 different coun-
tries. More than a third of the conference participants took part in the 
pre-conference course on causal inference given over two half-days by 
Stijn Vansteelandt (Ghent University, Belgium). 

The invited programme included three distinguished keynote speakers: 
Nanny Wermuth, who highlighted the problem of indirect confound-
ing in meta-analysis; Martyn Plummer, who gave an overview of recent 
issues related to Bayesian modeling and introduced the JAGS software, 
and Eric Renshaw, who took the audience into the fascinating world of 
environmental modeling.

Four of the five invited sessions had the format of two speakers plus 
an invited discussant, the latter challenging the speakers and successfully 
provoking interesting discussions. In the session on causal inference in 
genetics we saw how a typical geneticist (a role well played by Danish 
statistician-bioinformatician Claus Ekstrom) could react on statisticians* 
(Stijn Vansteelandt and Carlo Berzuini) work on models involving only a 
couple of variables (while the geneticist has 50,000 genes in his dataset) 
and the statisticians* defense of work that still proved useful for practically-
minded geneticists. In the invited session on demography and statistics, 
the ÁÁgrand old lady** of Estonian statistics, Ene-Margit Tiit, explained how a 
population census in the present world is providing challenges for statisti-
cians, and Juha Alho explained some problems gathering information on 
hard-to-reach populations. The talk of Ene-Margit Tiit and the discussion 

by Esa L??r? also included an historical overview of statistics and demog-
raphy in Tartu (not too many people know that the German demogra-
pher Wilhelm Lexis wrote his manuscripts on demography, including the 
well-known Lexis diagrams, during his professorship in Tartu). Similarly, the 
invited sessions on life-course epidemiology (speakers: Mervi Eerola, Sven 
Ove Samuelsen, Kristiina Rajaleid), bioinformatics (Daniel Gudbjartsson, 
Timo Koski, discussant: Jukka Corander) and spatial statistics (Geir 
Aamodt, Aki Vehtari, discussant: Jun Yu), gave excellent overviews of some 
recent developments in these fields.

The programme committee had hard time putting together the con-
tributed programme, as the number of submitted abstracts exceeded 
our expectations. The 38 contributed oral presentations and 16 posters 
covered a wide range of topics in biometric research.

The social programme provided some excellent opportunities for infor-
mal conversation among participants while they enjoyed good food and 
music. As Estonia is famous for it*s choir-singing traditions, participants 
had a chance to enjoy a mini-concert by an excellent jazz-choir, the 
ªHaleBopp Singersº, during the conference dinner.

Some photographs of the conference are shown here:

Pre-conference course on causal inference (Stijn Vansteelandt)

Welcome reception

Third Joint Conference of the Nordic Region and the Baltic Group in 
Turku, Finland in June 2011
The cooperation between the Nordic Region and the Baltic Group 
proved to be really successful during this conference. We already are 
looking forward to the third joint conference, which will take place in 
Turku, Finland in June 2011.

Krista Fischer

Spanish Region (REsp)
XIIth Spanish Biometric Conference in C#diz, Spain, September 2009
The XIIth Conference of the Spanish Region of the IBS was held in the 
University of C#diz 23 - 25 September 2009. C#diz is the oldest contin-
uously-inhabited city in Spain; in more than 3000 years of history, many 
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cultures have left an extraordinary historical heritage. In such a wonderful 
city, the warm weather made us forget that summer was over. The local 
Organizer Committee was led by Presidents David Almorza and Miguel 
]ngel Sordo, who, together with Secretary Alfonso Su#rez and their 
team, are to be congratulated on the success of the conference, their 
excellent work, and their warm welcome to participants.

The conference brought together around 200 attendees from different 
regions of Spain and Latin American countries, presenting more than 
100 works in 5 invited oral sessions, 5 symposium sessions, 16 parallel 
sessions and 1 poster session. In the opening session, the President of 
the Spanish Region, Alex S#nchez, gave an interesting overview of the 
topic ªStatistics and bioinformatics in the post-genomic ageº. Juan Carlos 
Salerno addressed issues about how biometry can help genetic improve-
ment, and Carles M. Cuadras talked about ªDistance-based multivariate 
analysisº*. On the last day, Raul Macchiavelli presented ªModelling count-
ing data in an ecology study under a complex design: an application of 
generalized linear mixed modelsº. Purificaci'n Galindo gave the last talk 
on ªFinding the stable part of the dynamics in the species-environmental 
relationships: from CCA to STATICOº. The parallel sessions included talks 
on ecology applications, epidemiology, Bayesian methods, genetic statistics, 
and quality of life issues, among many other topics. The award for the 
Young Researchers Competition was shared by F!lix Caballero, for his 
talk on ªEfficacy indexes in a triple classificationº, and Natalia Adell, for 
her talk on ªComparison of retinal images of lambsº. The poster session 
included about 30 contributions. Manuel Mu&oz M#rquez coordinated a 
course on ªR and R-commanderº that was given during the conference. 

An exciting and varied social program was planned. On the evening of 
23 June we attended a welcome reception at the City Hall, followed by 
an interesting guided visit of C#diz, where we could experience the lively 
activity of its streets and the richness of its history. A cold dinner was 
served in the Campus residence, close to the Cathedral. The conference 
dinner was held the evening of 24 June in Bodega San Jos!, located in 
Puerto de Santa Maria, about 30 minutes from C#diz. We had a won-
derful time in the most agreeable and relaxed atmosphere. The meeting 
closed with a wine reception after the last talk. Some photographs from 
the conference are shown below:

Members of the Local Organizing and Scientific Committees

Opening session: From left to right, David Almorza Gomar, co-president of 
the Organizing Committee and vice-president for Student Affairs at the 
University of C$diz; Alex S$nchez Pla, president of the Spanish Region of 
the IBS; Diego Sales M$rquez, President of the Univesity of C$diz; Miguel  
%ngel Sordo D#az, co-president of the Organizing Committee and head of 
the Statistics Department at University of C$diz: and Francisca Fuentes 
Rodr#guez, Dean of the Faculty of Labor Studies, site of the Conference.

Nuria Porta

Western North American Region (WNAR)
June 2009 WNAR/IMS Spring Meeting in Portland, Oregon
The 2009 Annual Meeting of the WNAR/IMS was held at Portland State 
University, Portland, OR from 14 - 17 June, with approximately 160 par-
ticipants. The meeting began with a short course on generalized linear 
models by Charles McCulloch (University of California, San Francisco). 
Peter Diggle (Lancaster University) gave a stimulating presentation enti-
tled, ªGeostatistical inference under preferential samplingº, for the WNAR 
Presidential Invited Address. David Madigan (Columbia University) gave 
an exciting presentation on ªHigh dimensional Bayesian classifiers.º

Excellent presentations were given by invited speakers: John Boscardin 
(University of California, San Francisco), Jack Lee (University of Texas 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center), Jane Fridlyand (Genentech), and Karen 
Messer (University of California San Diego) in the session on statistical 
challenges in design and analysis of clinical trials; Mei-Ling Ting (University 
of Maryland), Lihui Zhao (Simon Fraser University), Ning Li (University of 
Florida), and Peter Gilbert (Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center) 
in the session on analysis of event history data: new developments and 
applications; David Dahl (Texas A\M University), Chris Hans (Ohio 
State University), David van Dyk (University of California, Irvine), and 
Vale Johnson (University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center) in the 
session on applied Bayesian modeling; Geert Verbeke (I-Biostat), Jeremy 
Taylor (University of Michigan), Erning Li (Texas A\M University), and 
Roseanne McNamee (University of Manchester) in the session on joint 
modeling of longitudinal and survival data or GLM data; Andrada Ivanescu 
(East Carolina University), Debashis Paul (University of California, Davis), 
and Jeff Morris (University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center) in 
the session on new frontiers in functional data analysis; Scott Schmidler 
(Duke University), Ingo Ruczinski (Johns Hopkins University), and Mark 
Segal (University of California, San Francisco) in the session on statistical 
issues in protein folding; Caixia Li (University of California, San Francisco), 
Heping Zhang (Yale University), and Ilya Lipkovich (Eli Lilly) in the session 
on regression trees and their application; Dev Chakraborty (University of 
Pittsburgh), Kumar Rajan (Rush University), Andriy Bandos (University of 
Pittsburgh), and Liansheng Tang (George Mason University) in the session 
on statistical methods for diagnostic medical imaging data; Rob Tibshirani 
(Stanford University), Jinchi Lv (University of Southern California), and 
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Xinwei Deng (Georgia Institute of Technology) in the session on vari-
able selection and high dimensional data analysis; and Su Kim (University 
of California, Berkeley), Paul Joyce (University of Idaho), and Yun Song 
(University of California, Berkeley) in the session on population genetics.

2009 WNAR Student Paper Competition
Congratulations to Daniela Witten (Stanford University) for winning 
the 2009 WNAR Best Student Paper Competition for her paper 
entitled ªSparse canonical correlation analysis, with application to genomic 
dataº. Congratulations also to the two students who won the 2009 
WNAR Best Oral Presentation: Siobhan Everson-Stewart (University 
of Washington) for her talk entitled ªA flexible margin approach for 
non-inferiority clinical trialsº, and to Vinh Nguyen (University of California, 
Irvine) for his talk entitled ªRobust inference in the discrete time 
proportional hazard model.º Congratulations also to Erik Bloomquist 
(University of California), the runner-up for the written paper, and to 
Joseph Koopmeiners (University of Washington), the runner-up for the 
oral presentation. The photographs below show the students receiving 
their awards at the conference banquet.

Student paper competition winner Daniela Witten (left) with WNAR presi-
dent Todd Alonzo (right). 

Student oral presentation competition winner Siobhan Everson-Stewart 
(right) with WNAR president Todd Alonzo (left). 

Student oral presentation competition winner Vinh Nguyen Everson-Stewart 
(right) with WNAR president Todd Alonzo (left).

Conference Participants Enjoying the Banquet.

We are indebted to the team of student paper reviewers and judges 
for the students* oral presentations and papers: Sandra Catlin (University 
of Nevada), Joan Hu (Simon Fraser University), Todd Alonzo (University 
of Southern California), and Thomas Lumley (University of Washington). 

Special thanks go out to our Local Organizer, Jong Sung Kim (Portland 
State University); Program Chairs Gang Li (University of California, 
Los Angeles) for WNAR and Haiyan Huang (University of California, 
Berkeley) for IMS; the invited session organizers: Kate Crespi (University 
of California, Los Angeles), Rhonda Rosychuk (University of Alberta), 
Feng Liang (Yale University), Keming Yu (Brunel University), Robert Weiss 
(University of California, Los Angeles), Sandrine Dudoit (University of 
California, Berkeley), Mark Segal (University of California, San Francisco), 
Ying Lu (University of California, San Francisco), Debashis Paul (University 
of California, Davis), Gareth James (University of Southern California), 
Rasmus Nielsen (University of California, Berkeley), and all of our con-
tributed session organizers, chairs and discussants. WNAR thanks the 
entire faculty volunteer staff and the conference center staff of Portland 
State University.

2010 WNAR Spring Meeting 20 - 23 June in Seattle, Washington
The 2010 WNAR spring meeting will be held 20 - 23 June on the 
campus of the University of Washington in Seattle, Washington. With its 
unique combination of culture and nature, Seattle has something to offer 
for everyone. Mount Rainier, Mount St. Helen*s, and Olympic National 
Park are just a few of the attractions close by. The program chairs of the 
meeting are Carolyn Rutter (WNAR) and Brenda Kurland (IMS). The 
local organizers are Ying Qing and Gary Chan. Registration and program 
information will be posted on the WNAR website <http://www.wnar.
org/> as it becomes available. We look forward to seeing you there+ 

2010 WNAR Student Paper Competition
As a reminder, WNAR sponsors students who enter the student Paper 
Competition with travel assistance and reduced registration prices. 
Students and recent graduates are encouraged to submit their manu-
scripts for the 2010 WNAR/IMS Student Paper Competition. Details on 
the submission process can be found as they become available at the 
WNAR website <www.wnar.org> under the link for the Student Paper 
Competition. Students are encouraged to submit their manuscripts early. 

Antje Hoering

13 Biometric Bulletin



One-day Workshop in Honor of W.Q. Meeker on 
13 November 2009: Advances on Degradation 
and Accelerated Life-Testing Models with 
Applications to Reliability and Survival Analysis
A one-day workshop in honor of W. Q. Meeker was held on 13 
November 2009 at Universit! de Technologie de Compi^gne - site 
de Paris, EMI, 62 Blv de Sebastopol, Paris, France. Topics of the 
workshop include accelerated experiments, accelerated life models, 
reliability, semi-parametric statistics, accelerated life testing, HALT, 
HASS, model selection, probabilistic and statistical models and 
methods in public health, statistics of accelerated trials, degrada-
tion models, step-stress models, quality control, dynamic design, 
and stress-strength experiments. A volume with papers of invited 
speakers is likely to be published by Birkhauser in September 2009.

Organising and Program Committee
The chairmen are Mikha{l Nikulin (IMB, Fiabilit! et Statistique, 
Universit! Bordeaux 2) and Nikolaos Limnios (Math!matiques 
Appliqu!es, UTC, Compi^gne). Other committee members are 
N. Balakrishnan (McMaster University), E. Chatelet (Universit! de 
Technologie de Troyes), C. Huber (Universit! Ren! Descartes Paris 
5), W. Kahle (Otto-von-Guericke University), N. Limnios (Universit! 
de Technologie de Compi^gne) and M. Nikulin (Universit! Victor 
Segalen Bordeaux 2). This workshop is supported by ªStatXpertº and 
by the European Seminar ªMathematical methods for survival analysis, 
reliability and quality of lifeº. For more information about the work-
shop, see the workshop websites: <http://www.dma.utc.fr/~nlimnios/
SEMINAIRE/> or <http://www.sm.u-bordeaux2.fr/~nikou> or 
<http://www.dma.utc.fr/~nlimnios/>. 

The 8th International Conference on Health 
Policy Statistics (ICHPS): Quantitative insights 
and advances in health policy analysis, 20 ± 22 
January 2010 in Washington, DC, USA
Over the last 14 years, the International Conference on Health 
Policy Statistics (ICHPS), organized by the Health Policy Statistics 
Section of the American Statistical Association, has played a vital 
role in the dissemination process of health policy (and health ser-
vices) statistics. ICHPS provides a unique forum to discuss research 
needs and solutions to the methodological challenges in the design 
of studies and analysis of data for health policy research. The main 
aim of ICHPS is to create interfaces between methodologists and 
sophisticated health service researchers, health economists and 
policy analysts to exchange and build on ideas and subsequently 
disseminate them to the broader health policy community. The 
2010 conference, to be held on 20 ± 22 January at the Fairmont 
Washington Hotel in Washington DC, is the eighth such conference. 

The ICHPS 2010 will focus entirely on quantitative analysis of data 
related to policy issues. The keynote speaker is Carolyn Clancy, MD, 
Director of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality in 
the USA. The invited program will cover many relevant technical 

�"�O�O�P�V�O�D�F�N�F�O�U�T���B�O�E���/�F�X�TUniversity of Virginia School of Medicine Chair of the 
Department of Public Health Sciences

The University of Virginia School of Medicine invites nominations and 
applications for the position of Chair of the Department of Public 
Health Sciences (PHS). The department focuses its energies, exper-
tise and collaborations on enabling the University of Virginia and its 
School of Medicine to improve the health and well being of individuals 
and populations. By assembling interdisciplinary teams that combine 
expertise from biostatistics, clinical epidemiology, informatics and public 
health in collaboration with clinicians and scientists, PHS creates new 
technologies for the generation, analysis, interpretation and manage-
ment of basic and health-related data, as well as new educational 
and learning opportunities and program offerings. For more informa-
tion, view http://www.healthsystem.virginia.edu/internet/phs/wdc-lib/
phs_home.cfm

The successful candidate will hold an MD, PhD, or MD/PhD degree 
with proven scholarship and national recognition, and will have aca-
demic credentials appropriate to fulfill the University of Virginia criteria 
for full professor. The candidate must be recognized as a national leader 
in a field related to the public health objectives of the department, have 
demonstrated success in attracting extramural funding on a competi-
tive national basis, and have had appropriate publications and presenta-
tions at public and international meetings. 

Additionally, the successful candidate will: 
- Be a visionary and a strategic leader, preferably with knowledge and 

experience in academic institutions and health centers. 
- Have demonstrated experience as a manager and an administrator 

with evidence of ability to manage finances and budgets. 
- Possess effective oral and written communication skills with large and 

small audiences, as well as with individuals. 
- Have demonstrated success in mentoring and establishing collabora-

tive relationships. 
- Have a style that fosters and supports change and innovation. 
- Have an ability to delegate while maintaining overall control and set-

ting high standards. 
- Be an enthusiastic advocate for the University*s commitments to 

gender equity and diversity. 
- Be motivated by the personal ideals of honesty, respect for oth-

ers, and a high standard of ethical behavior as established by the 
University of Virginia School of Medicine. 

Review of applications will begin September 1, 2009 and continue until 
the position is filled. All communications will be kept in strict confidence. 

To apply, visit https://jobs.virginia.edu and search on Posting Number 
0603660. Complete a Candidate Profile online and attach a cover let-
ter describing your interest as well as a current CV. To make a nomina-
tion or if you have a question about the position, please contact: 

Karen Johnston, MD 
Chair, PHS Search Committee 
434-924-5323 or kj4v@virginia.edu 

If you have questions about the application process, please contact Randy Stansfield 
at 434-924-5118 or ms8er@virginia.edu 

The University of Virginia is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
Employer and is committed to enhancing multicultural and gender diversity, 
and, encourages applications from members of underrepresented groups, 
women, people with disabilities and veterans.

For Thomas Jefferson, learning was an integral part of life. The ªacademical 
villageº was created around the assumption that learning is a lifelong and 
shared process, and that interaction between scholars and students enlivens 
the pursuit of knowledge.

Continued on p. 15
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areas (i.e., causal inference, propensity scores, imputation, multi-
treatment comparisons, micro-econometric methods, joint models 
for survival and longitudinal data, simulations and forecasts, and 
novel trial designs) within the context of health policy areas such 
as comparative effectiveness research, setting research priorities, 
provider-practice performance and reimbursement issues, mental 
health and substance abuse policy, FDA black box warnings, per-
sonal health records and data confidentiality issues, and national 
healthcare reform. 

In addition to invited and contributed sessions, the program will 
offer workshops intended to provide research training and career 
development in the methods, resources, and applications at the 
forefront of contemporary health policy research. Workshops will 
be offered on Bayesian adaptive methods, estimation of treatment 
effects using longitudinal observational data, propensity scores, 
microsimulation modeling, cluster randomized trials in health policy 
research, and the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey.

For further information and on-line registration, access the confer-
ence website, <www.amstat.org/meetings/ichps/2010/>.

Xihong Lin Named this Year's Myrto 
Lefkopoulou Distinguished Lecturer at the 
Harvard School of Public Health
2009 Lectureship
The Department of Biostatistics, Harvard School of Public Health, 
has named Xihong LinË Ph.D., Professor of Biostatistics at Harvard 
School of Public Health as the 2009 Myrto Lefkopoulou Distinguished 
Lecturer. Professor Lin presented a lecture on 3 September 2009 
at the Harvard School of Public Health. The title of her lecture was 
ªStatistical issues and challenges in analyzing high-throughput ̀ omics 
data in population-based studies.º A reception was held following 
the lecture.

The lectureship was established in perpetuity in memory of Dr. 
Myrto Lefkopoulou, a faculty member and graduate of Harvard 
School of Public Health. Dr. Lefkopoulou tragically died of cancer in 
1992 at the age of 34 after a courageous two-year battle. She was 
deeply beloved by friends, students, and faculty.

Each year the Myrto Lefkopoulou Lectureship is awarded to a 
promising statistician who has made contributions to either col-
laborative or methodologic research in the applications of statistical 
methods to biology or medicine and/or has shown excellence in 
the teaching of Biostatistics. Ordinarily, the lectureship is given to a 
statistician within 15 years of receiving an earned doctorate.

Nominations for 2010 Lectureship
Nominations for next year*s lectureship currently are being solicited 
and should be sent to the Myrto Lefkopoulou Lecture Committee, 
Department of Biostatistics, Harvard School of Public Health, 
655 Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA 02115. Nominations should 
include a letter of nomination and a C.V. The deadline for submis-
sion of nominations is 31 March 2010.

Assistant/Associate Professors of Biostatistics 
Department of Biostatistics 

Harvard School of Public Health

The Department of Biostatistics at the Harvard School of Public 
Health (HSPH) seeks outstanding candidates for two positions of 
assistant or associate professor of biostatistics. These are tenure-
ladder positions, with the academic rank to be determined in 
accordance with the successful candidates* experience and pro-
ductivity. 

The new faculty members will focus on methodological and 
collaborative statistical research motivated by biomedical col-
laborations in the areas of environmental health sciences or AIDS 
research. No specific type of statistical expertise is sought, and 
applicants need not have prior experience in these collaborative 
areas, but should be interested in developing a research agenda 
that is related to one of them. Regarding the environmental health 
position, relevant areas of expertise may include, but are not lim-
ited to, quantitative methods for high-dimensional data, including 
methods for analyzing ªomicsº and gene-by-environment-interac-
tion data; exposure measurement error; novel analytic and com-
putational methods for analyzing large environmental epidemio-
logical databases; and Bayesian data methods for complex models 
of environmental health effects. For the AIDS position, all statistical 
areas related to observational and clinical trials research are rel-
evant, including those required for analysis of high-dimensional 
data on human and/or viral genetics. For both positions, a strong 
track record in the pursuit of innovative methodological research 
is required. Candidates are expected to hold a doctoral degree in 
biostatistics or statistics.

Please send a letter of application, including a statement of current 
and future research interests, curriculum vitae, sample publications, 
and the names of four referees to the following address. Applicants 
should ask their four referees to write independently to this 
address. The electronic submission of application documents to 
the email below is welcome.

Chair, Search Committee for Assistant/ 
Associate Professors of Biostatistics 
c/o Vickie Beaulieu
Department of Biostatistics
Harvard School of Public Health
655 Huntington Avenue, 4th Floor
Boston, MA 02115
Email: biostatjrsearch@hsph.harvard.edu

Harvard University is committed to increasing representation of 
women and minority members among its faculty and particularly 
encourages applications from such candidates.
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Although the conference is still over a year away, the planning for 
both the local organisation and scientific content of the conference 
is well under way.  As noted elsewhere, new information about the 
local organisation is being added regularly to the conference web-
site http://www.rbras.org.br/~ibcfloripa2010/ so please remember 
to revisit to find out what*s new+

Invited Scientific Program
The scientific program is starting to take shape now. The programme 
of invited sessions has been finalised by the members of the 
International Program Committee (IPC), chaired by Vicente N|&ez-
Ant'n (Spanish Region).  The initial call for proposals was made in 
October 2008, and a total of 38 proposals were received by the 
deadline of February 25th 2009.  These proposals were reviewed by 
all members of the IPC.  A few were immediately selected for inclu-
sion in the invited program, others were immediately rejected, and 
most proposers were asked to modify their proposal in some way 
and re-submit.  These revised proposals were then reviewed again 
by all members of the IPC, and in mid-September, IBS Organising 
President for IBC 2010, Andrew Mead, met with Vicente in Bilbao 
to decide on the final invited program, based on the comments 
received from IPC members.

Based on the proposals offered, the aim was to produce a balanced 
set of invited sessions, reflecting both the breadth of methodologi-
cal topics and range of application areas covered by members of 
the society.  The final invited program thus comprises the following 
16 sessions:

�t�� Heteroscedasticity and models for dispersion param-
eters with applications to genetics and spatial statis-
tics (Organiser: Daniel Gianola (University of Wisconsin, US);  
Speakers: Jean-Louis Foulley/Florence Jaffr!zic (INRA Jouy-en-
Josas, France), Thomas Kneib (Carl von Ossietzky Universit?t, 
Germany), Guilherme J.M. Rosa (University of Wisconsin, US), 
Daniel Sorensen (University of Aarhus, Denmark))

�t�� Breakthroughs in longitudinal data (Organisers: Geert 
Molenberghs/Geert Verbeke (Universiteit Hasselt and Katholieke 
Universiteit Leuven, Belgium); Speakers: James O. Ramsay (McGill 
University, Canada), Andrea Rotnitsky (Universidad Di Tella, Argentina), 
Dimitris Rizopoulos (Erasmus University, The Netherlands), Anastasios 
Tsiatis (North Carolina State University, US))

�t�� Genomic data integration using sparse matrix decom-
position methods  (Organiser: Aeilko H. Zwinderman 
(University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands); Speakers: Robert 
Tibshirani (Stanford University, US), Elena Parkhomenko 
(University of Toronto, Canada), Sandra Waaijenborg (University 
of Amsterdam,The Netherlands), Minoru Kanehisa (Kyoto 
University, Japan))

�t�� Challenges of multiple gene-based analysis in genome-
wide association studies (Organisers: Taesung Park (Seoul 
National University, South Korea), Gang Zheng (National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute, US); Speakers: Robert C. Elston (Case 

�*�O�U�F�S�O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���#�J�P�N�F�U�S�J�D���$�P�O�G�F�S�F�O�D�F����������
Federal University of Santa Catarina (UFSC), Florian;polis, Brazil
Sunday December 5 ± Friday December 10, 2010

Western Reserve University, US), Mike L. Boehnke (University 
of Michigan, US), Barry Davis (University of Texas at Houston, 
US), Peter Visscher (Institute of Medical Research, Queensland, 
Australia))

�t�� Spatial methods for tropical disease epidemiology  
(Organiser: Peter J. Diggle (Lancaster University, UK); Speakers: 
Michelle Stanton (Lancaster University, UK), Madeleine Thomson 
(Columbia University, US), Marilia Sa Carvalho (Fiocruz, Brazil), 
Lance Waller (Emory University, US))

�t�� Current approaches for interval censored time-to-
event data  (Organiser: Somnath Datta (University of Louisville, 
US); Speakers: Richard Cook (University of Waterloo, Canada), 
Debashis Ghosh (Penn State University, US), Niels Keiding 
(University of Copenhagen, Denmark), Hans van Houwelingen 
(Leiden University, The Netherlands))

�t�� Modern developments in the design and analysis of 
plant and tree breeding variety trials  (Organiser: Emlyn 
Williams (Australian National University, Australia); Speakers: 
Hans-Peter Piepho (Universitat Hohenheim, Germany), Brian 
Cullis (NSW Department of Primary Industries, Australia), 
Salvador Gezan (University of Florida, US), Mark Cooper 
(Pioneer Hi-bred International, US))

�t�� Recent developments in estimating and modelling 
relative survival  (Organiser: Esa L??r? (University of Oulu, 
Finland); Speakers: Timo Hakulinen (Finnish Cancer Registry, 
Finland), Paul Lambert (University of Leicester, UK), Janez Stare 
(Institute for Biomedical Informatics, Slovenia), Paul Dickman 
(Karolinska Institute, Sweden))

�t�� Statistical issues in vaccine studies  (Organiser: Tsai-Lien 
Lin (FDA/CBER, US); Speakers: A. Dale Horne (FDA/CBER, US), 
Frank Guanghan Liu (Merck Research Laboratories, US), Brigitte 
Cheuvart (GSK Biologicals, Belgium), Paddy Farrington (The 
Open University, UK))

�t�� Missing data in clinical trials: the way forward (Organiser: 
Herbert Thijs (Universiteit Hasselt, Belgium); Speakers: Craig 
Mallinckrodt (Eli Lilly and Company, US), Thomas Permutt (FDA, 
US), Michael G. Kenward (London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine, UK), Geert Molenberghs (Universiteit Hasselt 
and Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium))

�t�� Statistical ecology and conservation (Organiser: Byron 
J.T. Morgan (University of Kent, Canterbury, UK); Speakers: 
Richard Baker/Janine Wright (University of Otago, New Zealand), 
Stephen T. Buckland (University of St. Andrews, Scotland), Rachel 
McCrea (University of Kent, Canterbury, UK), Tore Schweder 
(University of Oslo, Norway))

�t�� Processing and analysis of genomic array data (Organiser: 
Ingo Ruczinski (Johns Hopkins University, US); Speakers: Matthew 
Ritchie (The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, 
Australia), David Clayton (University of Cambridge, UK), Franck 
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Picard (Laboratoire Biometrie et Biologie Evolutive, France), Rob 
Scharpf/Benilton Carvalho (Johns Hopkins University, US))

�t�� Statistical challenges and advances in eQTL mapping 
studies (Organiser: Yuehua Cui (Michigan State University, US); 
Speakers: Dirk-Jan de Koning (University of Edinburgh, UK), 
Mikko J. Sillanp?? (University of Hensinki, Finland), Juan P. Steibel 
(Michigan State University, US), Shizhong Xu (University of 
California Riverside, US))

�t�� Efficient dose finding in drug development  (Organisers: 
Jos! Pinheiro (Novartis Pharmaceuticals, US), Frank Bretz 
(Novartis Pharmaceutical, Switzerland); Speakers: Rick Sax 
(AstraZeneca, US), Vlad Dragalin (Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, US), 
Holger Dette (Ruhr-Universit?t Bochum, Germany), Sue-Jane 
Wang (Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, US))

�t�� Multivariable model-building with continuous vari-
ables " a comparison of flexible regression approach-
es (Organisers: Willi Sauerbrei (University Medical Center 
Freiburg, Germany), Elia Biganzoli (University of Milano, Italy); 
Speakers: Michal Abrahamowicz (McGill University, Canada), 
Paul Eilers (Utrecht University, The Netherlands), Patrick Royston 
(MRC Clinical Trials Unit, UK), Christel Faes (Hasselt University, 
Belgium))

�t�� Epidemiological surveillance: space-time approaches 
and multiple testing problems  (Organiser: Annibale Biggeri 
(University of Florence, Italy); Speakers: Renato Martins Assun}ao 
(Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, Brazil), Dolores Catelan 
(University of Florence, Italy), Michael H[hle (Ludwig-Maximilians 
Universitat, Germany), Paulo Justiniano Ribeiro Jr. (Universidade 
Federal do Paran#, Brazil))

In addition to this invited scientific program, there will be a number 
of special sessions arranged by the society, including showcase ses-
sions for each of our journals, Biometrics and JABES, and a celebra-
tion of the first 25 IBCs (IBC 2010 will be the 25th international 
conference organised on behalf of the society).

Short Courses
As has become common practice at IBCs, there will be a number of 
short courses on Sunday December 5th, prior to the opening ses-
sion of the conference on Monday December 6th. Again, an initial 
call for proposals was issued in April 2009, and a total of 25 pro-
posals were received by the deadline of 24 June 2009. All proposals 
were reviewed by a sub-group of the IPC, led by Andreas Ziegler 
(German Region), and a final selection was made in September of 
four short courses to be included in the conference program.  All 
are full-day courses, and all four courses will be located in the main 
conference venue at UFSC.  The four selected short courses are:

�t�� Bayesian Adaptive Methods for Clinical Trials  (Presenters: 
Brad Carlin (University of Minnesota, USA), Peter Muller 
(University of Texas, USA))

�t�� Genome-Wide Association Studies  (Presenters: Andreas 
Ziegler (Universit?t zu Lubeck, Germany), Kristel Van Steen 
(Universit! de Li^ge, Belgium))

�t�� Multiple Imputation and its Application  (Presenters: Mike 
Kenward/James Carpenter (London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine, UK))

�t�� Statistics for Biological Networks  (Presenters: Ernst Wit 
(University of Groningen, The Netherlands), Veronica Vinciotti 
(Brunel University, UK), Vilda Purut}uoÆglu (Middle East Technical 
University, Turkey))

Further details about the content of each short course will be 
available on the conference web-site early in 2010, together with 
information about registration fees for the short courses.

Call for Contributed Abstracts
The call for Contributed Abstracts, for both oral and poster pre-
sentations to be included in the conference program, will open 
on 4 January 2010, with a deadline for submissions of Friday, 16 
April 2010. All abstracts will need to be submitted electronically via 
the conference web-site (http://www.rbras.org.br/~ibcfloripa2010/), 
using a supplied template. As for previous IBCs, contributions are 
welcome across the breadth of methodological topics and range of 
application areas covered by members of the society. All contributed 
abstracts will be reviewed by members of the International Program 
Committee, with decisions about acceptance of abstracts in the 
conference program, and information about the allocation to oral or 
poster sessions, communicated to all authors before the end of July 
2010.  A provisional scientific program will also be made available at 
this time.  All presenting authors are expected to have registered for 
the conference by the end of September 2010.

Conference Prizes
As at the last two IBCs, there will be prizes awarded for the ªBest 
Oral Presentation by a Student Delegateº and for the ªBest Poster 
Presentationº. Further details of the processes associated with being 
considered for these prizes will be communicated to eligible authors 
after the selection and allocation process has been completed in 
July 2010.

And finally¼
As Organising President for this XXVth IBC, I look forward to an 
exciting scientific program, with many contributed presentations 
added to the exciting invited scientific program described above. I 
also look forward to welcoming many members of the society to 
the conference in Brazil in December 2010.

Andrew Mead
IBS Organising President, IBC 2010
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20 - 22 January
The 8th International Conference on Health Policy 
Statistics
Health Policy Statistics Section of the American Statistical Association
Fairmont Washington Hotel, Washington, DC, USA
Website: <www.amstat.org/meetings/ichps/2010/>

1 ± 4 February
Statistical Modelling and Inference
A conference in celebration of Murray Aitkin"s 70th birthday
Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia
Website: <http://www.aitkinconference.scitech.qut.edu.au/>

8 ± 11 February
International Symposium on Stochastic Models in 
Reliability Engineering, Life Sciences and Operatio ns 
Management
Shamoon College of Engineering, Beer Sheva, Israel
Website: <http://www.sce.ac.il/smrlo/index.php>

12 " 13 February
East Asia Regional Biometric Conference and Xth 
Biennial Conference of the IBS (Indian Region)
Department of Statistics, Manipal University, Manipal
Email:  ibsconference2010@gmail.com
Website: <http://www.manipal.edu/ManipalSite/uploads/home/ibs%20
conference.pdf>

26 ± 28 February
Conference on Health Care Business
Organized by the Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, and the Cyprus Organization for Standardization
Hilton Hotel, Nicosia, Cyprus
Website: <http://msw.com.cy/index-en.html>

21 - 24 March
ENAR Spring Meeting
Hilton New Orleans Riverside Hotel, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, USA
Website: <http://www.enar.org>

23 ± 26 May
38th Annual Meeting of the Statistical Society of Canada  
Qu#bec City, Qu#bec, Canada
Website: <http://www.ssc.ca>

June 2010
XIVth International Summer Conference on Probabilit y 
and Statistics and Seminar on Statistical Data Anal ysis
Sozopol, Bulgaria
Website: <http://stochastics.fmi.uni-sofia.bg>

20 ± 23 June
WNAR Spring Meeting
University of Washington, Seattle, Washington
Website: <http://www.wnar.org>

29 June - 1 July
International Conference on Statistical Methodologi es 
and Related Topics, in conjunction with NZSA Confer ence 
Massey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand
Website: <http://nzsa_cdl_2010.massey.ac.nz>

31 July ± 5 August
2010 Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) 
Vancouver Convention Center, Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada
Website: <http://www.amstat.org>

17 ± 22 August
28th European Meetings of Statisticians (EMS 2010)
University of Piraeus, Greece
Website: <http://stat.unipi.gr/ems2010>

5 ± 10 December
XXVth International Biometric Conference 
Federal University of Santa Catarina (UFSC), 
Florian$polis, Brazil
Website: <http://www.rbras.org.br/~ibcfloripa2010/>

6 ± 10 December
Australian Statistics Conference 2010
Freemantle, Western Australia
Website: <http://www.promaco.com.au/2010/asc>

��������
20 - 23 March
ENAR Spring Meeting
Hyatt Regency Miami, Miami, Florida, USA
Website: <http://www.enar.org>

June 2011
Australasian GenStat Conference
Tropical North Queensland, Australia
Contact: Carole Wright, Conference Secretary, e-mail: Carole.
Wright@deedi.qld.gov.au

30 July ± 4 August
Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM)
South Beach Convention Center, Miami Beach, Florida
Website: < Website: <http://www.amstat.org>

12 ± 15 September
2011 ROeS Seminar and 2nd Central European Newwork 
(CEN) meetng, joint with the German Region and Grou p 
Poland

��������
1 - 4 April
ENAR Spring Meeting
Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill, Washington, DC, 
USA
Website: <http://www.enar.org>

28 July ± 2 August
Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM)
San Diego Convention Center, 
San Diego, California
Website: <http://www.amstat.org>

�.�&�&�5�*�/�(�4
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possibly could in two years! I also look 
forward to interacting with the incoming 
IBS President, Kaye Basford.

We still are working on ways to improve 
the timeliness of information on the IBS 
website and the Bulletin. Announcements, 
breaking news about meetings, and 
employment opportunities can be post-
ed on the website immediately, without 
being subject to publication schedules. In 
addition, the Biometric Bulletin is available 
on-line at the IBS website, <www.tibs.
org>, prior to the delivery of the paper 
version. Relevant information should be 
send to me as well as to Suzanne 
Egan. We also would appreciate receiv-
ing comments or suggestions from the 
Correspondents, IBS Regional Officers, 
Biometric Bulletin readers, or website 
enthusiasts. 

As of January 2010, those of you who 
elect to receive paper copies of either 
Biometrics or JABES will continue to 
receive a paper copy of the Bulletin. 
Those of you who opt for electronic 
access to these journals will have elec-
tronic access to the Bulletin as well.

Sincerely,
Roslyn Stone

Davidian (Eastern North American Region, ex officio). The committee was charged with 
identifying a nominee from Europe, in keeping with the journal convention that the three 
Co-Editors be located in North America, Europe, and the rest of the world, respectively. 
According to this convention, Geert&s successor should be from Europe.

We are happy to report that the committee has nominated Geert Verbeke (Belgian Region) 
to serve as Biometrics Co-Editor. Pending approval by IBS Council, Geert will serve as 
Co-Editor for the term 1 January 2010 - 31 December 2012.

Since the last column, the following Associate Editors have retired from the Editorial 
Board: Dubois Bowman, Babette Brumback, Vern Chinchilli, Dianne Finkelstein, Andrew 
Lawson, Chuck McCulloch, John Neuhaus, Mark Schluchter, Gerhard Tutz, Lance Waller, Dan 
Zelterman, and Heping Zhang. We thank these Associate Editors for their dedicated service 
to the journal, some for periods of up to twenty years!

The following Associate Editors have joined the Editorial Board as of 1 July 2009 or later: 
Sudipto Banerjee, Kevin Dobbin, Sandrine Dudoit, Christel Faes, Malka Gorfine, Murali Haran, 
Jennifer Hill, Catherine Legrand, Rod Little, Paulo Ribeiro, Dimitris Rizopoulos, Rajeshwari 
Sundaram, Toshiro Tango, Olivier Thas, and Hongtu Zhu. We welcome these new Associate 
Editors to the Editorial Board and are looking forward to working with them.

A meeting of the Biometrics Editorial Board was held on 4 August 2009 during the Joint 
Statistical Meetings in Washington, DC, USA. About 35 Associate Editors attended, along with 
all three Co-Editors (Geert Molenberghs, Tom Louis, and David Zucker) and the Executive 
Editor (Marie Davidian). During the 1.5 hour meeting, the topics discussed included review 
times, editorial practices, and the possibility of moving to an Electronic Editorial Office system. 
Associate Editors provided valuable feedback to the Co-Editors on the editorial process.

Tom Loughin has served as Book Review Editor since 1 January 2006. Tom&s term was 
originally set to expire 31 December 2008, and a search committee was appointed and 
approved by IBS Council to nominate his successor. An identified nominee had to withdraw 
for personal reasons, and Tom graciously agreed to continue to serve until a new successor 
could be named. We are pleased to report that Guilherme Rosa (Brazilian Region) has been 
approved as the new Book Review Editor. We thank Tom for his dedicated service as Book 
Review Editor, and are especially grateful for his willingness to continue in this role until his 
successor was in place.

Important Information for Authors
Because of the volume of submissions to Biometrics (approaching 600 per year) and our 
limited journal space, it is necessary to impose requirements on submitted manuscripts 
so that the Co-Editors can make their initial evaluations of papers as efficiently as possible. 
Having submitted papers in a common format, with a length and tables/figures limitation, 
allows the Co-Editor to assess content and likelihood of success according to a common 
standard. Therefore, we ask authors to adhere to the requirements given in detail at the jour-
nal website <http://www.biometrics.tibs.org> (click on Information for Authors and then on 
Submission of Papers). Authors whose submissions are not consistent with the requirements 
will be asked revise them before they can be forwarded to a Co-Editor. The Biometrics LaTeX 
document class (biom.cls), which is available under the Information for Authors link with the 
$referee% option, facilitates conformity to the formatting requirements.

We also ask that authors specify explicitly the section of the journal (Biometric Methodology, 
Biometric Practice, Reader Reaction, Letters to the Editors) for which the paper is intend-
ed. Descriptions of the sections are given at <http://www.biometrics.tibs.org> (click on 
Information for Authors and then Types of Submissions Accepted). It is important that the 
Co-Editor know the author&s perspective on the nature of the contribution of their paper 
when making an initial assessment. If no section is stated, the submission will be returned to 
the author without review. To expedite commencement of the editorial process for your 
paper, we ask that you carefully follow the guidelines at the Information for Authors link.

�'�S�P�N���U�I�F���&�E�J�U�P�S
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The International Biometric Society operates on a calendar fiscal year and has an audited financial statement prepared by an outside certi-
fied public accounting firm every even-numbered year. A summary of the audited statement of financial position as of 31 December 2008 is 
presented here. The audit was conducted in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States. 

Statement of Financial Position

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents $208,983 

Receivables $123,202 $332,185 

OTHER ASSETS

Investments 1,011,099

Investment in subsidiary $37,616 $1,048,715 

TOTAL ASSETS $1,380,900

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accounts payable $88,433 

Deferred revenue $7,931 $96,364 

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted $1,276,180 

Unrestricted - Board designated $8,356 $1,284,536 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  $1,380,900

All amounts are in U.S. dollars.
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Financial Summary December 2008

REVENUE Unrestricted

Membership dues and fees  $        227,973.00 

JABES joint venture  $            7,398.00 

Biometrics and Biometric Bulletin  $        584,978.00 

IBC and Short Courses  $        748,887.00 

Investment Income  $          42,296.00 

TOTAL REVENUE
 

$    1,611,532.00

PROGRAM EXPENSES

Council and Executive Committee            $          91,312.00 

IBC and Short Courses                      $        780,417.00 

Website and Membership Services             $          50,574.00 

Dues and database maintenance              $          28,859.00 

Biometrics and Biometric Bulletin         $        437,874.00 

TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES $    1,389,036.00

GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES  $          72,720.00 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  $        149,776.00 

NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR  $    1,134,760.00 

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR                       $    1,284,536.00

All amounts are in U.S. dollars.
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Starting with the 2010 issues and due in part to member 

feedback, IBS will offer electronic access to all society 

publicationsÐincluding this Biometric Bulletin, and our 

journals, Biometrics and JABESÐat the same membership 

rates that we have maintained since 2006. Print editions of 

all publications are available for an additional charge. Please 

contact your Region or the IBS of®ce (via email at  

ibs@tibs.org) for additional information. 

INTERNATIONAL 
BIOMETRIC SOCIETY"

1444 I Street, NW - Suite 700
Washington, DC 20005-6542 USA


